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Fort Washington Collegiate Church 
June 11th, 2017 | 11:00 AM | First Sunday after Pentecost 

Confirmation Service 
           Check into            Fort Washington Collegiate Church at https://www.facebook.com/FortWashingtonChurch                    

                                                                                      
PRELUDE  
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP              Jairyn Isabel Arias 

God we praise you! You we praise! 
We will sing our songs of joy this day and in all the days to come! 
School is coming to a close, vacations are planned,  
life changes from day to day. 
Yet, your promises are kept every day;  
you hold your faithfulness in your heart. 
You shower us with your hope; you offer us help in every moment. 
You we praise, O God! You we praise! 

 
 
HYMN: We Offer Praise            Horne 

1. We offer praise to you 
We come together to honor you 
In everything that we say and we do 
We give our praise 
We offer praise to you 
 
2. We offer thanks to you 
We bring our grateful hearts to you 
In everything that we say and we do 
We give our thanks 
We offer thanks to you 
 

Chorus  
Hallelujah, God of glory 
We offer praise to you 
Savior we lift our hands before You 
We give our praise to You 
We offer praise to You 
 
3. We sing our song to you 
We lift our voices to worship you 
In everything that we say and we do 
We sing our song 
We sing our song to you 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY          Inés Sofia Menéndez 

You we praise, Fountain of Hope: 
you turn our hearts toward the  
outsiders in our midst, 
so we can see you 
in them; 
you take off 
the sunglasses of selfishness 
we have worn for too long, 
so we may see your kingdom 
of peace and joy. 
 
You we praise, Friend of the poor: 
when we trip 
over our foolish feet 
in our headstrong rush 
to catch the world's whims, 

 
 

you pick us up, 
bandage our scraped knees, 
and put us back on 
the path to faithfulness. 
 
You we praise, Spirit of blessing: 
you hold the hands  
of the widows and orphans 
as they wander the busy streets 
of greed and consumption, 
leading them to your 
compassion and grace.  
 
You we praise, 
God in Community, Holy in One, 
as we lift our prayer to You.  Amen. 
 
 

SONGS OF PRAISE AND WORSHIP 
Friend of God                        Houghton 
Verse 
Who am I that You are mindful of me 
That You hear me when I call 
Is it true that You are thinking of me 
How You love me, it's amazing 

 
 
 

Chorus 
I am a friend of God (3x) 
You call me friend 
 
Bridge 
God Almighty Lord of Glory 
You have called me friend 

 
Trading My Sorrows                 Evans 
Chorus 
I'm trading my sorrows 
I'm trading my shame 
I'm laying them down 
For the joy of the Lord 
 
I'm trading my sickness 
I'm trading my pain 
I'm laying them down 
For the joy of the Lord 

 

Yes Lord yes Lord yes yes Lord (2x) 
Yes Lord yes Lord yes yes Lord amen 
 
I am pressed but not crushed 
Persecuted not abandoned 
Struck down but not destroyed 
I am blessed beyond the curse 
For God’s promise will endure 
That Your joy's gonna be my strength 
Though the sorrow may last for the night 
Joy comes with the morning
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CALL TO RECONCILIATION        Helina Gessesse Franklin 
We think life is all about us - our problems, our friends, our schools and jobs. And, so in our 
pride, we ignore the gospel proclaimed to us by God's love and hope for us. Let us confess 
together, by praying: 

 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

We do not want you to know how our lives do not proclaim your good news, God of love. 
But you have heard the words we have spoken which injure those we love. You see how 
insistent we can be in clinging to the ways we have always lived, rather than walking your 
new paths. We have trouble believing that when our souls are empty and our hearts have 
only a small portion of love, that you can do miracles in and through us. 

 
So, what we need to know is that you do indeed forgive us, and still love us, God of comfort. 
Let your grace shower us and end the drought of fear and doubt in our lives, so we can 
believe the good news which comes to us through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

 
Brief silence … 

 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Fear not. God has promised us unconditional love. God watches over us, and raises us to new life. 
You we praise, Holy God, for this good news of joy and peace for our lives. Thanks be to 
God, we are forgiven! Amen. 

 
 
CONFIRMATION STATEMENTS        James Waverly Jordan Vaughn 
                    Inés Sofia Menéndez 
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE*   

Please greet one another with the words – The peace of Christ is with you! Response – And 
also with you! (Children will join their teachers for worship and learning activities.) 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 13:5-6 

5 Keep your lives free from the love of money, and be content with what you have; for he has said, 
"I will never leave you or forsake you." 6 So we can say with confidence, "The Lord is my helper; 
I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?" 
 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
Thanks be to God. 
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SERMON: “Confirmed in Christ“                             Bridget Kelso Anthony  
 

HYMN: O Love That Will Not Let Me Go                                   Matheson 
1 O love that will not let me go, 
I rest my weary soul in thee; 
I give thee back the life I owe, 
that in thine ocean depths its flow 
may richer, fuller be. 
 
2 O light that followest all my way, 
I yield my flickering torch to thee; 
my heart restores its borrowed ray, 
that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day 
may brighter, fairer be. 

3 O joy that seekest me through pain, 
I cannot close my heart to thee; 
I trace the rainbow through the rain, 
and feel the promise is not vain 
that morn shall tearless be. 
 
4 O cross that liftest up my head, 
I dare not ask to fly from thee; 
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, 
and from the ground there blossoms red 
life that shall endless be 

 
 
INVITATION TO SHARE                James Waverly Jordan Vaughn 

Good Shepherd of the Sheep,  
you have opened the door to new life for us  
through your dedication  and your sacrifice.   
May we reflect your love for us  
by opening the doors of our hearts to you and your church  
in the act of giving our tithes and offerings. 

 
 Give online at www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give 
 Pledge at www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/pledge 
 
OFFERTORY:  “Mary Did You Know?”        Greene/Lowry 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING 

In thanksgiving for what has been shared, we sing as one body: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, all heavenly hosts; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

You we praise, Loving God, for the gifts with which you have blessed us, and the 
opportunities to share from our hearts and lives so others might be fed, clothed, housed, 
loved, lifted up, and healed.  In Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER (from the Book of Common Prayer) 

Our [God] in heaven 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  AMEN.

  
 
CONFIRMATION STATEMENTS              Helina Gessesse Franklin 
                Jairyn Isabel Arias 
  
 
CONFIRMATION CEREMONY & LITANY               Confirmands and Congregation 
 
 
CLOSING SONG: “Lean on Me”        Withers 
Verse 1 
Sometimes in our lives we all have pain 
We all have sorrow 
But if we are wise 
We know that there's always tomorrow 
 
Chorus 
Lean on me, when you're not strong 
And I'll be your friend 
I'll help you carry on 
For it won't be long 
'Til I'm gonna need 
Somebody to lean on 
 
Verse 2 
Please swallow your pride 
If I have faith you need to borrow 
For no one can fill those of your needs 
That you won't let show 
 

Bridge  
You just call on me brother,  
when you need a hand 
We all need somebody to lean on 
I just might have a problem  
that you'll understand 
We all need somebody to lean on 
 
Verse 3 
If there is a load you have to bear 
That you can't carry 
I'm right up the road 
I'll share your load  
If you just call me 
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SENDING                 Helina Gessesse Franklin 

Now go and sing God’s praises to everyone you meet. 
For God has promised to never leave us! 
Now go and sing of the grace of Jesus. 
For God has promised to never leave us! 
Now go and sing of the Spirit’s presence. 
For God has promised to never leave us! 
God will never leave us, nor forsake us! 
Amen! Amen! Amen! 

 
POSTLUDE 
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Welcome to Fort Washington Collegiate Church; a place of diversity, hospitality and grace. We open our 
doors to everyone! We welcome all people regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, social or 
economic status. As a church family we celebrate our diversity and our connection to God. We seek to 
follow Christ's example and exemplify the love of Christ; therefore, as a faith community, we value grace 
over judgment. Although we represent many cultures and points of view, our diversity does not drive us 
apart, but gives us the opportunity to be enriched by the gifts and leadership of all. Together, by word and 
deed, we proclaim the good news that there is new life in Christ. 
 

CHILDREN & WORSHIP AT FORT WASHINGTON CHURCH 
 
Parent/Guardian Reminder: All children 8 years old and under, require parent escort throughout the 
building. Please help us keep your children safe by accompanying them to rehearsals, Godly Play and 
other activities in the building and on church grounds. 
 
Nursery Care:  The nursery is open and care is available for infants and toddlers between ages 0-3 in the 
nursery just behind the Sanctuary.  Care is available before and during worship (10:30am - 12:15pm) 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Godly Play®, Children’s Choir and Sunday School will be on hiatus from June 11th 
until after Labor Day. Children will be invited to join Mr. Eric after the Passing of the Peace for activities 
and art projects. 
 
Even Song and the Wednesday Morning Play Group for toddlers will be on hiatus during July and August. 

 
 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Sonia Alston 
Anna Svahn  
Faught Family 
Brenda Jon   
Sonia Ashmeade 
Sandra Catena  
Louise Tatum 
Rosalyn Cuzco 
Evelyn Day 
Sylvia Rodriguez 

Joe Tigner 
Margarita Vince- Allen 
Barbara Marin 
Alderfer Famiy 
Angela Espinal 
Gwen Wood 
Jane Wai 
Violetta Proano 
Mesina Family 
Branco Family  

Vaughn Family 
Jorge Mantorell 
Marco Antonio & Marilin 
Calderon 
Joan Bovers 
Tobin Smith 
Carolyn Bray 
Porfirio Figueroa 

  



9	

 
Our prayer partner today is: a member of the Congregational Care Team 

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list or have a prayer concern please contact Rev. Dr. 
Scott M. Kenefake at skenefake@fortwashingtonchurch.org or Bridget Anthony at 

banthony@fortwashingtonchurch.org or call (212) 568-4014 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We need nursery volunteers willing to help with childcare in both the morning and evening service. 

 
NOON PRAYER 

Noon prayer will meet on Wednesdays in the North Room, led by Devora Jones 
 

INFORMATION & PRAYER CARDS IN PEWS 
If you would like to share your information with us or share a prayer request; please fill out the white 

information card or the green prayer cards. 
  

GOD TALK 
Join us Wednesday nights (bi-weekly) for dinner and a lively discussion. Dinner starts at 6:30 pm, 
followed by a Scripture reading and discussion at 7pm. The full schedule for 2016-2017 is on our 

website. The next meeting is on June 21st. 
 

CONSISTORY MINUTES ONLINE 
Minutes of monthly Fort Washington *Consistory Minutes and bi-monthly **Collegiate Church 

Consistory Minutes can be found on our website: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org 
 

SHARE YOUR MUSIC, ART, AND DANCE 
Interested in the arts?  We want you!  Now is a great time to join our Sunday morning choir, the Joyful 

Voices (rehearses Thursdays at 7:30).  All ages and experience levels are welcome.  Do you play an 
instrument, love to dance, read poetry, act, paint, draw, program C++?  Reach out and get plugged in!  

Email Chris Whittaker at cwhittaker@fortwashingtonchurch.org
 

HELP US SERVE YOU BETTER! 
We need your volunteer and financial support to keep all of our excellent community, fellowship, and 

educational programs healthy and strong. If you have any questions regarding volunteering or making a 
financial gift, please speak with Associate Minister Bridget Anthony.  We thank you for you support! 

 
“Communion Preparers” needed for Sunday July 2nd, & August 6th, 11 am Service 

FWCC needs two volunteers for each of the above listed Sundays to prepare the communion elements 
(bread/wafers, juice, and serving trays) in the kitchen at 10 am and to bring them into the sanctuary via a 
cart on the elevator.  If interested/available, please call or email the church office--or talk to one of the 

Pastors.  Thank you!   
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NEW GIVING KIOSK 
You can now give digitally with our new Giving Kiosk located in the Pavilion. 

 
2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

Pledges for 2017 are now being received.  Have we received yours? Electronic 
Pledge Cards and on-line giving can be found on our website at: 

https://www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/pledge 
Paper copies are available in the entrance to the sanctuary (vestibule). 

 
DONATE 

Your generosity helps to ensure our church remains a vital and robust part of our 
uptown community. Make a donation to Fort Washington Collegiate Church 

today. You can make a one-time gift or set up reoccurring contributions on our 
website Sunday, https://www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give/ 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
New Consistory Members Needed 

We need new people to join the consistory. We are in need of members who have skills and experience in 
the areas of development, investments, endowments, and finance who can commit to consistent service 
here at FWCC and to the Collegiate system. If you are interested in learning more about consistory service, 
please meet with FWCC Consistory Members on SUNDAY, JUNE 18th, 2017 at 9:30 AM in the 
Magaw Room. 

Graduates 
Calling all graduates: If you are graduating or have a loved one who is, please contact Associate Minister 

Bridget Kelso Anthony with their name and information. We will celebrate Graduates of all ages and 
degrees during Morning Worship Service on Sunday, June 18th.  

 
FWCC PRIDE MONTH CELEBRATION 

 �Join us on Friday evening, June 23rd 7-9 pm, for Dinner and a Talent Show, featuring gifted performers 
from our neighborhood and the Collegiate Church Ministries. Seminary Intern, Mia McClain, and 

Associate Minister, Bridget Kelso Anthony, are helping to organize the event with volunteers from the 
congregation and community.  
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EVENSONG ON HIATUS FOR SUMMER 
June 1st through Labor Day 

 

 

 

 

TEAR OFF BELOW TO STAY INFORMED ABOUT ALL OF OUR EVENTS 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

NAME:   __________________________________________________________ 

EMAIL ADDRESS:   __________________________________________________________ 

MAILING ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________ 

PHONE:   __________________________________________________________ 

HOW DID YOU HEAR ABOUT US?  _____________________________________________ 

WORSHIP	SCHEDULE	

JUNE	WORSHIP	SCHEDULE	

 
Sunday, June 11th, Trinity Sunday/Confirmation, 11 am 
Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister, and FWCC Confirmands will 
lead the service 
 
Sunday, June 18th, Second Sunday after Pentecost / Father’s Day / 
Graduation Sunday, 11 am  
Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister, Preaching 
 
Sunday, June 25th, Third Sunday after Pentecost/Pride Sunday, 11 am 
Guest Preacher, Rev. John Vaughn, Executive Vice President, Auburn 
Seminary 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Damaris Whittaker, Senior Minister (starting August 1st) • Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister • Eric 

Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministry • Chris Whittaker, Director of Music • Laurrinda Hatcher, 
Treasurer • Diana Morales, Administrative and Operations Manager • Mary Lora, Parish Administrator • 

Lazaro Rodríguez, Sexton • Amable Morales, Evening Receptionist • Wilfredo Serrano, Sexton 
 

CONSISTORY 
Elders: • Victoria Dillard • Beverley Sheares 

Deacons: • Lorenzo M. Alsberry • Brian Plane • Zoe Reyes 
Intersections Ministry Deacon: Anna Svahn 

 
MEDIA UPDATES: www.FortWashingtonChurch.org  

www.Facebook.com/FortWashingtonChurch 
Creating Community | Connecting to God | Committed to the City 

Fort Washington Collegiate Church | 729 West 181st Street | NYC 10033 | 212.568.4014 


