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Fort Washington Collegiate Church  
Sunday October 29, 2017 at 5:30 PM | Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost  

   
Welcome.  In order to prepare for worship and allow for private prayer, we ask that silence be observed 
upon entering and that you turn off cell phones.  We are aware that many people who attend this worship 
service come from other churches and faith traditions.  The typical mixture of faith traditions represented 
at this service makes up a community we cherish.  We are glad you are here.   
 
Prelude 
     Please stand at the sounding of the chime. 
 
Opening 

        “When we love, we always strive to become better than we are. When we strive to become better than we 
are, everything around us becomes better too.”  

― Paulo Coelho, The Alchemist 
 

Opening Hymn: Jesu, Jesu Fill Us With Your Love         Colvin 
Red Hymnal #436 
 
Please be seated. 

 
Opening sentences 

Stop for a minute.  
Close your eyes.  
Take a deep breath.  
Let go of the worries of your heart.  
Give them to God. 
Open your eyes.  
Let us bring our gratitude and praise to God. 
 
The Community Candle is lit. 
 
May the light of God transform our hearts as we worship. Amen. 

 
Reading: A reading from the book of Matthew   
 
Matthew 22:34-46 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of them, a 
lawyer, asked him a question to test him. "Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?" He 
said to him, "'You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
your mind.' This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: 'You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.' On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets." 
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Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: "What do you think of 
the Messiah? Whose son is he?" They said to him, "The son of David." He said to them, "How is it then 
that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, saying, 
'The Lord said to my Lord, 
"Sit at my right hand, 
until I put your enemies under your feet"'? 
"If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?" No one was able to give him an answer, nor from 
that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
 
 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 A minute of silence is observed after the reading. 
 
Reflection             Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker 
 
     Three minutes of silence are observed after the reflection … 
 
Music for Meditation 
 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others 

Out of love comes celebration 
And God's kingdom is among us: Where peace is the means of making us one, 
where truth does not stumble and justice is done. 
Out of change comes possibility 
And God's new creation is begun. Promise of splendor and signal of worth, source of all 
goodness, renewing the earth. 
Out of freedom comes responsibility 
And God calls us to discipleship. In our compassion, making love known, 
In our conviction, god's power shown. 
You did not choose me, I chose you. 
This, then, is what I command you: Love one another. 
 
Iona Community Worship Book (Glasgow: Wild Goose Publications, 1991), 97. 

 
Two Minutes of silence are observed after the prayer. 
 
Additional Prayers for Intercession and Thanksgiving 

During the instrumental music and hymn, and at anytime hereafter, you are welcome to come 
forward to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayer.  Tapers and votives are on the table in 
front of the piano.  Please feel free to light a candle. 
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Hymn: Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart            Croly
1 Spirit of God, who dwells within my heart,  
wean it from sin,  
through all its pulses move.  
Stoop to my weakness, mighty as you are,  
and make me love you as I ought to love.  
 
2 I ask no dream, no prophet ecstasies,  
no sudden rending of the veil of clay,  
no angel visitant, no opening skies;  
but take the dimness of my soul away.  
 
3 Did you not bid us love you,  
God and King,  
love you with all our heart  
and strength and mind?  

 I see the cross there teach my heart to cling.  
 O let me seek you and O let me find!  

 4 Teach me to feel that you are always nigh;  
 teach me the struggles of the soul to bear,  
 to check the rising doubt, the rebel sigh;  
 teach me the patience of unceasing prayer.  
 
 5 Teach me to love you as your angels love,  
 one holy passion filling all my frame:  
 the fullness of the heaven-descended Dove;   
 my heart an altar, and your love the flame. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The Grace 
 This is a house of God.  A place of peace; 
 A place where we befriend one another. 
 
The Peace  
 God makes peace within us.  Let us claim it. 
 God makes peace between us.  Let us share it. 
  Let us greet another as a sign of God's peace. 
 The peace of God is here... to stay.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 The ministers and people greet one another, in the name of the Lord. After exchanging the 
 peace,  please be seated. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Offering and Offertory (Give online at: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give) 
 
The Holy Communion 
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Eucharistic Prayer (please stand). 
Celebrant and People responsively: 
May the God of love be with you. 
And also with you. 
Offer your hearts to the One who calls us 
out of death into life. 
Unbound, we bring our hearts to our 
God of new mornings. 
People of God, sing songs to the One in 
whom we hope. 
We rejoice in God, who dwells in our 
souls. 
 
In that first moment, God of wonder, 
you cried out, 'Unbind creation and let 
her go!' 
and flowers grew in the cracks of chaos, 
blustery winds played talk through the 

forests, 
lambs leapfrogged one another in the 
meadows. 
Your hand came upon the dry dust of 
earth, 
and your Spirit breathed life into us. 
You longed for us to be with you, 
but we chose to go our own way. 
You called to women and men, 
'Prophesy!' urging them to call us back. 
but we did not believe their words. 
So you sent a certain man named Jesus, 
to cause new life to come upon us. 
 
With those who have stood beside graves, 
and those who wait for signs of hope, 
we sing our praises to you: 

 
  
 
Sanctus            Lathbury 
 
 

The Celebrant continues:
You are holy, Caresser of our souls, 
and Jesus is our Child, our Friend. 
Seeing that those he loved were sick, 
he brought us healing. 
Finding us wandering in despair, 
he showed us that our hope 
need never turn to dust. 
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Believing that you loved him, 
he went to the cross, for us. 
And when he was in death's cold arms, 
you stood at the door of the tomb, 
crying out, 'unbind him, and let him go!' 
and our Resurrection and our Life 
came forth for us. 
 
Believing that he is the One who calls us to new life, 
trusting that, by his tears, he takes away our pain, 
we proclaim that mystery we call faith: 

 
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ’s Spirit renews our lives. 

In the bread and the cup, 
you give life to us, 
as the Spirit comes to dwell 
in every room of our souls. 
You bless the bread, breaking it, 
so it might heal and strengthen us 
so we can say 
to the barren, 'here is your life;' 
to the despairing, 'here is your hope!' 
As the grace-filled cup nourishes us 
we would go into the world 
to visit those who are sick, 
to wait with the expectant, 
to share tears with the broken. 
 
And when you call of us to your side, 
we will join Lazarus, Mary, Martha, 
and all our sisters and brothers 
in forever singing your praises, 
God in Community, Holy in One. Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Bread is broken) 
 
Lamb of God      

            Grant            us          peace 
Celebrant 

This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  It is made ready for those who love him and 
for those who want to love him more.   
 
So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you 
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who have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.  It is his will that those who want him should meet 
 him here. 
   
Celebrant continues 
 
You are welcome to be seated until you come forward to receive.  When you tear off a piece of bread from 
the loaf, touch a tip of the bread in the juice in the cup (intinct) and then consume.  If you would like 
prayers for healing, proceed to the area behind the communion table.  If the healing ministers are already 
praying with others, please wait your turn patiently until one of them is available. 
 
 
 
After Communion (Please stand) 
 Loving God, you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of the Bread and Cup.  
 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
 you with gladness; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 Three Minutes of silence are observed after Communion 
 
 
HYMN: Part in Peace              Adams 
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Parting Words 
As we go from this place, remember always that no matter where your week takes you, our God is a God of 
love and hope. We claim that love and hope as our own.  
 
The community candle is extinguished 
 

Words of Blessing 
  

Go forth into the world, showing the love of God to all whom you meet. May all who see you come to know 
that they, too, are children of God. And may the God of love enfold you and bless you in all that you do.  
 

Please be seated. 
Music for Meditation 
 
Postlude 
 Please feel free to depart during the Postlude, as you wish.  Prayers for healing will continue at 
 the communion table, so we ask you to leave quietly.  Please come back often. 

 
Following the Service 

 
Please join us in Fellowship Hall for refreshments following the service.  If you would like to know more 
about this church and how you can connect, we would love to tell you. As a start, please fill out one of the 
visitor cards in the bulletin, and drop it in one of the offering plates at the entrance doors.  And, of course, 
call or email us anytime.   
 
 
Reflector: Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker Senior Minister 
 
Cantor: Eric Alderfer, Tenor, Director of Children’s Ministries 
 
Musician: Chris Whittaker, Director of Music 
 
 
Welcome to Fort Washington Collegiate Church; a place of diversity, hospitality and grace. We open our 
doors to everyone! We welcome all people regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, social or 
economic status. As a church family we celebrate our diversity and our connection to God. We seek to 
follow Christ's example and exemplify the love of Christ; therefore, as a faith community, we value grace 
over judgment. Although we represent many cultures and points of view, our diversity does not drive us 
apart, but gives us the opportunity to be enriched by the gifts and leadership of all. Together, by word and 
deed, we proclaim the good news that there is new life in Christ. 
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CHILDREN & WORSHIP AT FORT WASHINGTON CHURCH 
Parent/Guardian Reminder: All children 8 years old and under, require parent escort throughout the 
building. Please help us keep your children safe by accompanying them to rehearsals, Godly Play and 
other activities in the building and on church grounds. 
 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Sonia Alston 
Faught Family 
Brenda Jon   
Sonia Ashmeade 
Rosalyn Cuzco 
Evelyn Day 
Sylvia Rodriguez 
Joe Tigner 
Margarita Vince-Allen 
Gwen Wood 

Jane Wai 
Violetta Proano 
Mesina Family 
Branco Family  
Marco Antonio & Marilin Calderon 
Joan Bovers 
Tobin Smith 
Porfirio Figueroa 
Alderfer Family 
Pamela Payne 

Barbara Brown 
The Caylor Family 
Iris Andries 
Heather Godfrey 
Barbara Woytowicz 
Angela Espinal 
Barbara Marin 
The Long Family 
Louise Tatum 
The Bonilla Family 

 
Our prayer partner today is: a member of the Congregational Care Team 

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list or have a prayer concern please contact Bridget 
Anthony at banthony@fortwashingtonchurch.org or call (212) 568-4014 

 
 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We need nursery volunteers willing to help with childcare in both the morning and evening service. 

 
 

NOON PRAYER 
Noon prayer will meet on Wednesdays in the North Room, led by Devora Jones 

 
WHCO CONCERT 3:00PM SATURDAY Oct 21st 

Next Saturday, October 21st at 3:00pm the Washington Heights Chamber Orchestra presents 
internationally acclaimed soloist and New York Philharmonic violinist Anna Rabinova in recital.   

The concert is free and young listeners are welcome. See more at www.whco.nyc 
 

SHARE YOUR MUSIC, ART, AND DANCE 
Interested in the arts?  We want you!  Now is a great time to join our Sunday morning choir, the Joyful 

Voices (rehearses Thursdays at 7:30).  All ages and experience levels are welcome.  Do you play an 
instrument, love to dance, read poetry, act, paint, draw, program C++?  Reach out and get plugged in!  

Email Chris Whittaker at cwhittaker@fortwashingtonchurch.org  
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CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker, Senior Minister • Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister 

Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministry • Chris Whittaker, Director of Music  
Laurrinda Hatcher, Treasurer • Diana Morales, Administrative and Operations Manager  

Lazaro Rodríguez, Sexton • Amable Morales, Evening Receptionist • Wilfredo Serrano, Sexton 
 

CONSISTORY 
Elders: • Victoria Dillard • Beverley Sheares 

Deacons: • Lorenzo M. Alsberry • Brian Plane • Zoe Reyes 
Intersections Ministry Deacon: Anna Svahn 

 
MEDIA UPDATES: www.FortWashingtonChurch.org  

www.Facebook.com/FortWashingtonChurch 
Twitter: @FtWashChurchNYC 

Instagram: @FtWashChurchNYC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating Community | Connecting to God | Committed to the City 
Fort Washington Collegiate Church | 729 West 181st Street | NYC 10033 | 212.568.4014 

UPCOMING WORSHIP AND EVENTS  
4 Sun      11:00am Worship: Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker, Senior Minister, preaching 
      5:30pm  Evensong and Communion, Sanctuary 


