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Fort Washington Collegiate Church  
Sunday October 1, 2017 at 5:30 PM | Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

             World Communion Sunday    
 
Welcome.  In order to prepare for worship and allow for private prayer, we ask that silence be observed upon 
entering and that you turn off cell phones.  We are aware that many people who attend this worship service 
come from other churches and faith traditions.  The typical mixture of faith traditions represented at this 
service makes up a community we cherish.  We are glad you are here.   
 
Prelude 
 Please stand at the sounding of the chime. 
 
Opening 

"In a very real sense not one of us is qualified, but it seems that God continually chooses the most 
unqualified to do [God’s] work, to bear his glory. If we are qualified, we tend to think that we 
have done the job ourselves. If we are forced to accept our evident lack of qualification, then 
there's no danger that we will confuse God's work with our own, or God's glory with our own."  

  Madeleine L'Engle, Walking on Water: Reflections on Faith and Art, 20th century 
 
Opening Hymn: In Christ There Is No East or West             ST. PETER 
 Red Hymnal #697 

 
Please be seated. 

 
Opening sentences 

O God, be not far from us, 
For we are your children. 
 
O God, help us to believe, 
For in Christ we would live abundantly. 
 
O God, we search for you and would worship you, 
For in you we live and move and have our being. Amen. 
 
The Community Candle is lit. 
 

 
Reading: A reading from the book of Philippians   
 
Philippians 2:1-13 
If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any 
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be of the same mind, having the same love, being in 
full accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility regard others as 
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better than yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests, but to the interests of others. Let 
the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 
who, 
    though he was in the form of God, 
      did not regard equality with God 
      as something to be exploited, 
    but emptied himself, 
    taking the form of a slave, 
      being born in human likeness. 
    And being found in human form, 
      he humbled himself 
    and became obedient to the point of death— 
      even death on a cross. 
 
   Therefore God also highly exalted him 
      and gave him the name 
   that is above every name, 
      so that at the name of Jesus 
   every knee should bend, 
      in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
   and every tongue should confess 
      that Jesus Christ is Lord, 
      to the glory of God the Father. 
 
Therefore, my beloved, just as you have always obeyed me, 
  not only in my presence, but much more now in my absence, 
  work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 
  for it is God who is at work in you, 
  enabling you both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 
 
 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 A minute of silence is observed after the reading… 
 
Reflection                  Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker    
 Two minutes of silence is observed after the reflection … 
 
Music for Meditation 
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Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
 Let us pray for ourselves and others. 
 

God of wisdom, we pray for the leaders of our community, our state and the world. Help them 
govern with wisdom and compassion, not overlooking the least among us. In your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Silence… 
 
God of all creation, we are thankful to live in a place where we can worship you without 
impunity. We pray for all those people who place their lives at risk to praise you. We give you 
thanks for their witness. Help us praise you with such boldness. In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Silence… 
 
God of love, we lift up those among us who suffer in body or spirit. May they know your strength 
and healing touch. In your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Silence… 
 
God of grace, we pray this evening for all those who are caregivers. We know it isn’t always easy 
to be a cheerful care provider. Help them be patient and gentle; provide them the rest and respite 
care they need. In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Silence… 
 
God of compassion, comfort those who grieve, and bring them peace. May they be blessed by 
stories and memories of their loved ones. In your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Silence… 
 
We know that you hear all our prayers, spoken and unspoken — and the ones we cannot even put 
into words. We lift all the joys and concerns on our hearts to you, praying in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Additional Prayers for Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 During the instrumental music and hymn, and at anytime hereafter, you are welcome to come 
forward to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayer.  Tapers and votives are on the table in front 
of the piano.  Please feel free to light a candle. 
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Hymn: Come and Fill Our Hearts         Taizé 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Grace 
 This is a house of God.  A place of peace; 
 A place where we befriend one another. 
 
The Peace  
 God makes peace within us.  Let us claim it. 
 God makes peace between us.  Let us share it. 
  Let us greet another as a sign of God's peace. 
 The peace of God is here... to stay.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 The ministers and people greet one another, in the name of the Lord. After exchanging the peace, 
 please be seated. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Offering and Offertory (Give online at: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give/) 
 
The Holy Communion 
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Eucharistic Prayer (please stand). 
 Celebrant and People responsively:  
 May Easter's God be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 People of God, exult before the Lord. 
 We lift our hearts to the One who showers 
 us with that grace which never ends. 
 Sing to the One who blesses you, Beloved. 
 Glad songs of thanksgiving are offered forever. 
  
 Sanctus               Lathbury 

 
The celebrant continues 
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Let us pray with the words Jesus taught us. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 

                 
 
The Breaking of the Bread  
 
Lamb of God 

                  Grant            us          peace 
 
Celebrant continues 
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You are welcome to be seated until you come forward to receive.  When you tear off a piece of bread 
from the loaf, touch a tip of the bread in the juice in the cup (intinct) and then consume.  If you would like 
prayers for healing, proceed to the area behind the communion table.  If the healing ministers are already 
praying with others, please wait your turn patiently until one of them is available. 
 
 
After Communion (Please stand) 
Loving God, you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of the Bread and Cup.  Send us 
now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness; 
through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
Hymn: Fairest Lord Jesus              Anonymous 

1 Fairest Lord Jesus,  
ruler of all nature,  
O thou of God and man the Son,  
Thee will I cherish,  
Thee will I honor,  
thou, my soul's glory, joy, and crown. 
 
2 Fair are the meadows,  
fairer still the woodlands,  
robed in the blooming garb of spring:  
Jesus is fairer,  
Jesus is purer  
who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

 

3 Fair is the sunshine,  
fairer still the moonlight,  
and all the twinkling starry host:  
Jesus shines brighter,  
Jesus shines purer  
than all the angels heaven can boast. 
 
4 Beautiful Savior!  
Lord of all the nations!  
Son of God and Son of Man!  
Glory and honor,  
praise, adoration,  
now and forevermore be Thine. 

 
Parting Words 

God's arms encircle a family bigger than we are able to imagine. As members of this family, go 
out as agents of reconciliation and carriers of God's love to all. 

 
 The community candle is extinguished  
 
Blessing Words 

As we leave this place, let us depart in the assurance that God does not remain hidden in a cloud, 
concealed from us. God is still among us! Let us celebrate the Holy Spirit, who works in our 
community. Let us give glory to God our Creator, today and every day.  

 Amen.  

 Please be seated. 
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Music for Meditation 
 
Postlude 
 Please feel free to depart during the Postlude, as you wish.  Prayers for healing will continue at 
the communion table, so we ask you to leave quietly.  Please come back often. 

 
Following the Service 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall for refreshments following the service.  If you would like to know more 
about this church and how you can connect, we would love to tell you. As a start, please fill out one of the 
visitor’s cards in the bulletin, and drop it in one of the offering plates at the entrance doors.  And, of 
course, call or email us anytime.   
 
Reflector and Celebrant: Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker, Senior Minister 
Cantor: Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Musician: Chris Whittaker, Director of Music 
 
 
Welcome to Fort Washington Collegiate Church; a place of diversity, hospitality and grace. We open our 
doors to everyone! We welcome all people regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, social or 
economic status. As a church family we celebrate our diversity and our connection to God. We seek to 
follow Christ's example and exemplify the love of Christ; therefore, as a faith community, we value grace 
over judgment. Although we represent many cultures and points of view, our diversity does not drive us 
apart, but gives us the opportunity to be enriched by the gifts and leadership of all. Together, by word and 
deed, we proclaim the good news that there is new life in Christ. 

 
CHILDREN & WORSHIP AT FORT WASHINGTON CHURCH 

Parent/Guardian Reminder: All children 8 years old and under, require parent escort throughout the 
building. Please help us keep your children safe by accompanying them to rehearsals, Godly Play and 
other activities in the building and on church grounds. 
 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Sonia Alston 
Faught Family 
Brenda Jon   
Sonia Ashmeade 
Rosalyn Cuzco 
Evelyn Day 
Sylvia Rodriguez 
Joe Tigner 
Margarita Vince-Allen 
Gwen Wood 

Jane Wai 
Violetta Proano 
Mesina Family 
Branco Family  
Marco Antonio & Marilin Calderon 
Joan Bovers 
Tobin Smith 
Porfirio Figueroa 
Alderfer Family 
Pamela Payne 

Barbara Brown 
The Caylor Family 
Iris Andries 
Heather Godfrey 
Barbara Woytowicz 
Angela Espinal 
Barbara Marin 
The Long Family 
Louise Tatum 
The Bonilla Family 

 
Our prayer partner today is: a member of the Congregational Care Team 
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If you would like to add someone to the prayer list or have a prayer concern please contact Bridget 
Anthony at banthony@fortwashingtonchurch.org or call (212) 568-4014 

 
 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We need nursery volunteers willing to help with childcare in both the morning and evening service. 

 
 

NOON PRAYER 
Noon prayer will meet on Wednesdays at 12:30pm in the North Room, led by Devora Jones 

 
 

GOD TALK 
Join us Wednesday nights for dinner and a lively discussion. Dinner starts at 6:30 pm, followed by 
a Scripture reading and discussion at 7pm. The next meeting is on Wednesday, October 4th. The full 

schedule for 2016-2017 is on our website.  
 
 

INFORMATION & PRAYER CARDS IN PEWS 
If you would like to share your information with us or share a prayer request; please fill out the white 

information card or the green prayer cards. 
 
 

SHARE YOUR MUSIC, ART, AND DANCE 
Interested in the arts?  We want you!  Now is a great time to join our Sunday morning choir, the Joyful 

Voices (rehearses Thursdays at 7:30).  All ages and experience levels are welcome.  Do you play an 
instrument, love to dance, read poetry, act, paint, draw, program C++?  Reach out and get plugged in!  

Email Chris Whittaker at cwhittaker@fortwashingtonchurch.org 
 
 

CONSISTORY UPDATES 
Minutes of monthly Fort Washington *Consistory updates and bi-monthly **Collegiate Church 

Consistory Minutes can be found on our website: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org 
 
 

HELP US SERVE YOU BETTER! 
We need your volunteer and financial support to keep all of our excellent community, fellowship, and 

educational programs healthy and strong. If you have any questions regarding volunteering or making a 
financial gift, please speak with Associate Minister Bridget Anthony.  We thank you for you support! 
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NEW GIVING KIOSK 
You can now give digitally with our new Giving Kiosk located in the Pavilion. 

 
2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

Pledges for 2017 are now being received.  Have we received yours? Electronic Pledge 
Cards and on-line giving can be found on our website at: 

https://www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/pledge 
Paper copies are available in the entrance to the sanctuary (vestibule). 

 
DONATE 

Your generosity helps to ensure our church remains a vital and robust part of our 
uptown community. Make a donation to Fort Washington Collegiate Church today. 

You can make a one-time gift or set up reoccurring contributions on our website 
Sunday, https://www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give/ 
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CHURCH STAFF 

Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker, Senior Minister • Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister 
Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministry • Chris Whittaker, Director of Music  

Laurrinda Hatcher, Treasurer • Diana Morales, Administrative and Operations Manager  
Lazaro Rodríguez, Sexton • Amable Morales, Evening Receptionist • Wilfredo Serrano, Sexton 

 
 

CONSISTORY 
Elders: • Victoria Dillard • Beverley Sheares 

Deacons: • Lorenzo M. Alsberry • Brian Plane • Zoe Reyes 
Intersections Ministry Deacon: Anna Svahn 

 
 

MEDIA UPDATES: www.FortWashingtonChurch.org  
www.Facebook.com/FortWashingtonChurch 

Twitter: @FtWashChurchNYC 
Instagram: @FtWashChurchNYC 

 
Creating Community | Connecting to God | Committed to the City 

Fort Washington Collegiate Church | 729 West 181st Street | NYC 10033 | 212.568.4014 

 
OCTOBER Worship Schedule and Upcoming Events 

 

1 sun 11:00am Worship: Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker, Senior Minister,  
 preaching: “That They May All Be One” 
 5:30pm Even Song & Communion 
4 wed 6:30pm  God Talk 
8 sun 11:00am Worship: Mia McClain, Field Ed Intern, preaching 
 12:15pm  SWERVE Youth Group meeting 
 5:30pm Even Song & Communion 
13 fri 7:00pm The Salon Hang - Opening Night Reception 
14 sat 10:00am The Salon Hang - Gallery Open to the Public 
 3:00pm The Salon Hang - Youth Reception 
15 sun 11:00am Worship: Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker, Senior Minister, preaching 
 1:00-5:00pm The Salon Hang - Gallery Open to the Public 
 5:00-7:00pm The Salon Hang - Closing Reception 
18 wed 6:30pm  God Talk 
22 sun 11:00am Worship: Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister, preaching 
 3:00pm INSTALLATION SERVICE for Senior Minister 
 Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker 

 


