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Fort Washington Collegiate Church  
Sunday November 26, 2017 at 5:30 PM | Twenty Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

   
Welcome.  In order to prepare for worship and allow for private prayer, we ask that silence be observed 
upon entering and that you turn off cell phones.  We are aware that many people who attend this worship 
service come from other churches and faith traditions.  The typical mixture of faith traditions represented 
at this service makes up a community we cherish.  We are glad you are here.   
 
Prelude 
     Please stand at the sounding of the chime. 
 
Opening 

"While we do our good works let us not forget that the real solution lies in a world in which 
charity will have become unnecessary."  

     Chinua Achebe, Anthills of the Savannah, 20th century 
 
 
Opening Hymn: Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                 Bradbury 
 Red Hymnal #522 
 

Please be seated. 
 
 
Opening sentences 

That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful, 
let us pray with one heart and mind. 

The Community Candle is lit. 
 

As our evening prayer rises before you, O God, 
so may your mercy come down upon us: 
To cleanse our hearts 
and set us free to sing your praise 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

 
. 
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Reading: A reading from the book of Ezekiel 
 
Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
For thus says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them out. As shepherds seek 
out their flocks when they are among their scattered sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them 
from all the places to which they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. I will bring 
them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land; and 
I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 
 
I will feed them with good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they 
shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. I myself 
will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 
 
I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen 
the weak, but the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice. Therefore, thus says the 
Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the lean sheep. 
 
Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you 
scattered them far and wide, I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge 
between sheep and sheep. I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed them: 
he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 
 
And I, the LORD, will be their God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have 
spoken. 
 
 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 A minute of silence is observed after the reading. 
 
Reflection         Gwendolyn Kingsberry 
 
     Three minutes of silence are observed after the reflection … 
 
Music for Meditation 
 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others 

Let us pray for one another without ceasing! 
Pray that we will abide in the True Vine and, thus, bear fruit for God's kingdom. 
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Pray that we will draw strength from the power of God's Spirit. 
Pray that we will patiently endure hardships and suffering. 
 
Pray that we will joyfully embrace all our circumstances, giving thanks to God always.  
Pray that faith, love and hope will be the hallmarks of our lives. 
 
We pray in this way because we belong to God our Creator. 
God has rescued us from sin, darkness and evil. 
 
God has made us heirs of God's kingdom.  
We share God's inheritance with all the saints of every time and place!  
 
We are redeemed, forgiven of all our sins and loved with an everlasting love. 
All praise, glory and honor to God -- Father, Son and Holy Spirit! Amen.    
 
--Based on Colossians 1:3-14. 
 
Two Minutes of silence are observed after the prayer. 

 
 
Additional Prayers for Intercession and Thanksgiving 

During the instrumental music and hymn, and at anytime hereafter, you are welcome to come 
forward to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayer.  Tapers and votives are on the table in 
front of the piano.  Please feel free to light a candle. 

 
 
Hymn: Kindle a Flame               Taize 
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The Grace 
 This is a house of God.  A place of peace; 
 A place where we befriend one another. 
 
The Peace  
 God makes peace within us.  Let us claim it. 
 God makes peace between us.  Let us share it. 
  Let us greet another as a sign of God's peace. 
 The peace of God is here... to stay.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 The ministers and people greet one another, in the name of the Lord. After exchanging the peace, 
 please be seated. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Offering and Offertory (Give online at: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give) 
 
The Holy Communion  
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer  

Celebrant and People responsively: 
May the God of love be with you. 
And also with you. 
Offer your hearts to the One who calls us 
out of death into life. 
Unbound, we bring our hearts to our 
God of new mornings. 
People of God, sing songs to the One in 
whom we hope. 
We rejoice in God, who dwells in our 
souls. 
 
In that first moment, God of wonder, 
you cried out, 'Unbind creation and let 
her go!' 
and flowers grew in the cracks of chaos, 
blustery winds played talk through the 

forests, 
lambs leapfrogged one another in the 
meadows. 
Your hand came upon the dry dust of 
earth, 
and your Spirit breathed life into us. 
You longed for us to be with you, 
but we chose to go our own way. 
You called to women and men, 
'Prophesy!' urging them to call us back. 
but we did not believe their words. 
So you sent a certain man named Jesus, 
to cause new life to come upon us. 
 
With those who have stood beside graves, 
and those who wait for signs of hope, 
we sing our praises to you:
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Sanctus            Lathbury 
 
 

The Celebrant continues:
You are holy, Caresser of our souls, 
and Jesus is our Child, our Friend. 
Seeing that those he loved were sick, 
he brought us healing. 
Finding us wandering in despair, 
he showed us that our hope 
need never turn to dust. 
Believing that you loved him, 
he went to the cross, for us. 
And when he was in death's cold arms, 
you stood at the door of the tomb, 
crying out, 'unbind him, and let him go!' 
and our Resurrection and our Life 
came forth for us. 
 
Believing that he is the One who calls us to new life, 
trusting that, by his tears, he takes away our pain, 
we proclaim that mystery we call faith: 

 
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ’s Spirit renews our lives. 

In the bread and the cup, 
you give life to us, 
as the Spirit comes to dwell 
in every room of our souls. 
You bless the bread, breaking it, 
so it might heal and strengthen us 
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so we can say 
to the barren, 'here is your life;' 
to the despairing, 'here is your hope!' 
As the grace-filled cup nourishes us 
we would go into the world 
to visit those who are sick, 
to wait with the expectant, 
to share tears with the broken. 
 
And when you call of us to your side, 
we will join Lazarus, Mary, Martha, 
and all our sisters and brothers 
in forever singing your praises, 
God in Community, Holy in One. Amen.  

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
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(Bread is broken) 
 
 
Lamb of God      

                   Grant            us          peace 
Celebrant 

This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  It is made ready for those who love him and 
for those who want to love him more.   
 
So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you 
who have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, 
because it is the Lord who invites you.  It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 

   
Celebrant continues 

 
You are welcome to be seated until you come forward to receive.  When you tear off a piece of bread from 
the loaf, touch a tip of the bread in the juice in the cup (intinct) and then consume.  If you would like 
prayers for healing, proceed to the area behind the communion table.  If the healing ministers are already 
praying with others, please wait your turn patiently until one of them is available. 
 
 Three Minutes of silence are observed after Communion 
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After Communion (Please stand) 
 Loving God, you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of the Bread and Cup.  
 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
 you with gladness; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
Hymn: I Surrender All             Van DeVenter 
 Red Hymnal #579 
 
 
Parting Words 

This week, you will encounter need all around you. There will be people who are hurting, lonely, 
tired, and sick. Will you have eyes to see them? Will you have ears to stop and listen? Will you 
have the humility to kneel down, pick them up and carry them to safety?  
 
The community candle is extinguished 

 
 
Words of Blessing 

Go now, filled with the love of Jesus and may his compassion flow through you to care for the 
needs of those you meet this week. Amen. 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 

Music for Meditation 
 
 
Postlude 
 Please feel free to depart during the Postlude, as you wish.  Prayers for healing will continue at 
 the communion table, so we ask you to leave quietly.  Please come back often. 
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Following the Service 
Please join us in Fellowship Hall for refreshments following the service.  If you would like to know more 
about this church and how you can connect, we would love to tell you. As a start, please fill out one of the 
visitor cards in the bulletin, and drop it in one of the offering plates at the entrance doors.  And, of 
course, call or email us anytime.   
 

Reflector: Gwendolyn Kingsberry 
Cantor: Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministries 

Musician: Chris Whittaker, Piano 
 
 
 
Welcome to Fort Washington Collegiate Church; a place of diversity, hospitality and grace. We open our 
doors to everyone! We welcome all people regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, social or 
economic status. As a church family we celebrate our diversity and our connection to God. We seek to 
follow Christ's example and exemplify the love of Christ; therefore, as a faith community, we value grace 
over judgment. Although we represent many cultures and points of view, our diversity does not drive us 
apart, but gives us the opportunity to be enriched by the gifts and leadership of all. Together, by word and 
deed, we proclaim the good news that there is new life in Christ. 

 
 
 


