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Fort Washington Collegiate Church  
Sunday November 12, 2017 at 5:30 PM | Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost 

   
Welcome.  In order to prepare for worship and allow for private prayer, we ask that silence be observed 
upon entering and that you turn off cell phones.  We are aware that many people who attend this worship 
service come from other churches and faith traditions.  The typical mixture of faith traditions represented 
at this service makes up a community we cherish.  We are glad you are here.   
 
Prelude 
     Please stand at the sounding of the chime. 
 
Opening 
 "Life is short and we have never too much time for gladdening the hearts of those who are 
 traveling the dark journey with us. Oh, be swift to love, make haste to be kind."  

                                             “Henri-Frédéric Amiel, Amiel's Journal, 19th century 
 

Opening Hymn: Arise Your Light Has Come             Duck 
Arise, your life is come! The Spirit’s call to obey;  
Show forth the glory of your God, which shines on you today.  
 
Arise, your light is come! Fling wide the prison door;  
Proclaim the captives’ liberty, good tidings to the poor.  
 
Arise, your light is come! All you in sorrow born,  
Bind up the brokenhearted ones and comfort those who mourn.  
 
Arise, your light is come! The mountains burst in song!  
Rise up like eagles on the wing; God’s power will make us strong.  

 
Please be seated. 

 
Opening sentences 

Holy God, be among us and refine us with the purifying fire of your love, that our hearts might be 
remade to desire the light.  

 
The Community Candle is lit. 

 
Be among us as we acknowledge that we love because you first loved us. For your glory and 
the reign of your kingdom we pray. Amen. 
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Reading: A reading from the book of Mathew 
 
Matthew 25:1-13 
[Jesus said:] "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to 
meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, 
they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was 
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, 'Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The 
foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' But the wise replied, 'No! 
there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.' 
And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the 
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, lord, open 
to us.' But he replied, 'Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the 
day nor the hour." 
 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 A minute of silence is observed after the reading. 
 
Reflection          Pastor Bridget Kelso Anthony 

 
     Three minutes of silence are observed after the reflection … 
 
Music for Meditation 
 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others 

We come together to pray on behalf of those who cannot pray for themselves.  
Jesus, let it be.  
We ask for healing for those whose hearts are broken or whose bodies are sick.  
Jesus, let it be.  
We plead for peace in our homes, our neighborhoods and our world.  
Jesus, let it be.  
We ask you for strength when we feel like we have completely run out.  
Jesus, let it be.  
We live in hope for your return, when all will be made new.  
Jesus, let it be. 

 
 Two Minutes of silence are observed after the prayer. 
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Additional Prayers for Intercession and Thanksgiving 
During the instrumental music and hymn, and at anytime hereafter, you are welcome to come 
forward to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayer.  Tapers and votives are on the table in 
front of the piano.  Please feel free to light a candle. 

 
Hymn: Within Our Darkest Night             Taize 
 Within our darkest night, you kindle the fire that never dies away, never dies away.  
 
The Grace 
 This is a house of God.  A place of peace; 
 A place where we befriend one another. 
 
The Peace  
 God makes peace within us.  Let us claim it. 
 God makes peace between us.  Let us share it. 
  Let us greet another as a sign of God's peace. 
 The peace of God is here... to stay.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 The ministers and people greet one another, in the name of the Lord. After exchanging the peace, 
 please be seated. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Offering and Offertory (Give online at: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give) 
 
The Holy Communion 
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Eucharistic Prayer  
Celebrant and People responsively: 
May the God of love be with you. 
And also with you. 
Offer your hearts to the One who calls us 
out of death into life. 
Unbound, we bring our hearts to our 
God of new mornings. 
People of God, sing songs to the One in 
whom we hope. 
We rejoice in God, who dwells in our 
souls. 
 
In that first moment, God of wonder, 
you cried out, 'Unbind creation and let 
her go!' 
and flowers grew in the cracks of chaos, 
blustery winds played talk through the 

forests, 
lambs leapfrogged one another in the 
meadows. 
Your hand came upon the dry dust of 
earth, 
and your Spirit breathed life into us. 
You longed for us to be with you, 
but we chose to go our own way. 
You called to women and men, 
'Prophesy!' urging them to call us back. 
but we did not believe their words. 
So you sent a certain man named Jesus, 
to cause new life to come upon us. 
 
With those who have stood beside graves, 
and those who wait for signs of hope, 
we sing our praises to you:

 
Sanctus            Lathbury 
 
 

The Celebrant continues:
You are holy, Caresser of our souls, 
and Jesus is our Child, our Friend. 
Seeing that those he loved were sick, 
he brought us healing. 
Finding us wandering in despair, 
he showed us that our hope 
need never turn to dust. 
Believing that you loved him, 
he went to the cross, for us. 
And when he was in death's cold arms, 
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you stood at the door of the tomb, 
crying out, 'unbind him, and let him go!' 
and our Resurrection and our Life 
came forth for us. 
 
Believing that he is the One who calls us to new life, 
trusting that, by his tears, he takes away our pain, 
we proclaim that mystery we call faith: 

 
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ’s Spirit renews our lives. 

In the bread and the cup, 
you give life to us, 
as the Spirit comes to dwell 
in every room of our souls. 
You bless the bread, breaking it, 
so it might heal and strengthen us 
so we can say 
to the barren, 'here is your life;' 
to the despairing, 'here is your hope!' 
As the grace-filled cup nourishes us 
we would go into the world 
to visit those who are sick, 
to wait with the expectant, 
to share tears with the broken. 
 
And when you call of us to your side, 
we will join Lazarus, Mary, Martha, 
and all our sisters and brothers 
in forever singing your praises, 
God in Community, Holy in One. Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Bread is broken) 
 
 
Lamb of God      

                   Grant            us          peace 
Celebrant 

This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  It is made ready for those who love him and for 
those who want to love him more.   
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So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you who 
have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. Come, because it is 
the Lord who invites you.  It is his will that those who want him should meet him here. 

   
Celebrant continues 
 
You are welcome to be seated until you come forward to receive.  When you tear off a piece of bread from 
the loaf, touch a tip of the bread in the juice in the cup (intinct) and then consume.  If you would like 
prayers for healing, proceed to the area behind the communion table.  If the healing ministers are already 
praying with others, please wait your turn patiently until one of them is available. 
 
 Three Minutes of silence are observed after Communion 
 
After Communion (Please stand) 
 Loving God, you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of the Bread and Cup.  
 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
 you with gladness; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
HYMN: Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning      Spiritual 

1. *Keep your lamps trimmed  
and burning, (3x) 
for the time is drawing nigh. 
 
*2. It’s our faith, makes us happy, 
 3. We are climbing Jacob’s latter,  
4. Every round goes higher, higher 

 

Refrain: 
Sisters, don't grow weary, 
Brothers, don't grow weary, 
children, don't grow weary, 
for the time is drawing nigh. 
 
 

Parting Words 
This week, you will encounter need all around you. There will be people who are hurting, lonely, 
tired, and sick. Will you have eyes to see them? Will you have ears to stop and listen? Will you 
have the humility to kneel down, pick them up and carry them to safety?  
The community candle is extinguished 

 
Words of Blessing 
Go now, filled with the love of Jesus and may his compassion flow through you to care for the needs of 
those you meet this week. Amen. 

 
Please be seated. 
 

Music for Meditation 
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Postlude 
 Please feel free to depart during the Postlude, as you wish.  Prayers for healing will continue at 
 the communion table, so we ask you to leave quietly.  Please come back often. 

 
 

Following the Service 
Please join us in Fellowship Hall for refreshments following the service.  If you would like to know more about 
this church and how you can connect, we would love to tell you. As a start, please fill out one of the visitor 
cards in the bulletin, and drop it in one of the offering plates at the entrance doors.  And, of course, call or 
email us anytime.   
 

Reflector: Pastor Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister 
Cantor: Jessica Hilliard, Soprano 
Musician: Chris Whittaker, Piano 

 
 
 
Welcome to Fort Washington Collegiate Church; a place of diversity, hospitality and grace. We open our 
doors to everyone! We welcome all people regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, social or economic 
status. As a church family we celebrate our diversity and our connection to God. We seek to follow Christ's 
example and exemplify the love of Christ; therefore, as a faith community, we value grace over judgment. 
Although we represent many cultures and points of view, our diversity does not drive us apart, but gives us the 
opportunity to be enriched by the gifts and leadership of all. Together, by word and deed, we proclaim the 
good news that there is new life in Christ. 
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Notes 
 
 



This Week
12 Sunday

• Getting Churchy with the Pastors 
12:30-1:30pm | North Room

• Single Parent Support Group - 12:30-2pm | 
Worship Arts

• SWERVE Youth Citywide Service -  
12:30-1:30pm | Gym

• Evensong & Communion - 5:30-6:15pm

14 Tuesday

• AA Meeting - 6-9pm | Fellowship Hall
• Community Choir - 7:30-9:30pm | Worship Arts

15 Wednesday

• AA Meeting - 7-7:30am | Fellowship Hall 
• Playgroup - 9:30am-12pm | Fellowship Hall
• Noon Prayer - 12-1pm | North Room
• God Talk - 6:30-8:30pm | Fellowship Hall
• NA Meeting - 7-9pm | Worship Arts

16 Thursday

• Joyful Voices - 7:30-9pm | Worship Arts
• Al-Anon Meeting - 7-8:30pm | Room 209

17 Friday

• Cub Scouts - 5:30-7:30pm | Fellowship Hall
• Venture Crew - 7-9pm | Worship Arts
• Dance Ministry - 5:30-7pm | Sanctuary

18 Saturday

• NA Meeting - 9-12:30pm | Fellowship Hall
• WHCO Presents: The Catalyst String Quartet 

(FREE) - 3pm | Sanctuary

Getting Churchy 
with the Pastors  
Nov. 12 | 12:30-1:30pm | North Room
Interested in learning more about Fort 
Washington Church or becoming a member? 
Join Rev. Whittaker and Associate Minister 
Bridget Anthony in the North Room after service 
on the second Sunday of each month. 

God Talk 
Nov. 15 & Nov. 29 | 6:30-8:30pm | Fellowship 
Hall
Want to go  deeper into  discussion about 
Scripture and living out your faith in today’s 
world?  Join us in Fellowship Hall  on Wednesday 
nights for dinner and a lively discussion. God 
Talk is led by the Rev. John H. Vaughn, Executive 
Vice President at Auburn Theological Seminary. 
Dinner is served at 6:30 pm, followed by a 
Scripture reading and discussion at 7:00pm.

Interfaith Thanksgiving  
Sun Nov. 19 | 3pm | Hebrew Tabernacle (FW & 185th)
Join community members of all faiths for a 
delicious Thanksgiving meal on Sunday, 
November 19th at 3pm. Hosted by Rabbi Gayle 
at the Hebrew Tabernacle, the Interfaith 
Thanksgiving Celebration welcomes all to 
gather together and celebrate the holiday, along 
with the opening of the Tabernacle’s seasonal art 
exhibit “Angels Among Us!” Admission is free.

Next Sunday
Nov. 19 11:00am Worship
“The God We See” Matthew 25:14-30
Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker



In Our Prayers 

Sonia Alston
Faught Family
Brenda Jon
Sonia Ashmeade
Rosalyn Cuzco
Evelyn Day
Sylvia Rodriguez
Joe Tigner
Margarita Vince-Allen
Gwen Wood
Jane Wai
Violetta Proano
Mesina Family
Branco Family 
Marco Antonio 
    & Marilin Calderon
Joan Bovers
Porfirio Figueroa
Alderfer Family
Pamela Payne
Barbara Brown
The Caylor Family
Iris Andries
Heather Godfrey
Barbara Woytowicz
Angela Espinal
Barbara Marin
The Long Family
Louise Tatum
The Bonilla Family

Children & Worship
Nursery Care 
Open  to infants and toddlers  up to 3  years  old.  Located behind the sanctuary. Available 
during worship, 10:30-12:15PM. 
     
Upper Room 
After the  Children’s  Time and during the Passing of the Peace, children  4 years of age 
through  4th grade  are  invited to the Second Floor for Upper Room in Classroom #209.  
Caregivers and parents are invited to pick up their children after service.

Children’s Choir 
All children who love to sing are invited to rehearse with Eric Alderfer in  the Second 
Floor Meeting Room #205 from 10:00am-10:45 am.  

Sunday School
Youth (grades  5th  - HS)  are  invited to join the Associate Minister Bridget Kelso Anthony 
upstairs in the Magaw Room after the Passing of the Peace. (Except Youth/2nd Sundays.) 

Parent/Guardian Reminder: All children  8  years old and under, require  parent escort 
throughout the  building. Please help us  keep your children safe  by accompanying them 
to rehearsals, Godly Play and other activities in the building and on church grounds.

CHURCH STAFF
Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker, Senior Minister • Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister

Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministry • Chris Whittaker, Director of Music 
Laurrinda Hatcher, Treasurer • Diana Morales, Administrative and Operations Manager 

Lazaro Rodríguez, Sexton • Wilfredo Serrano, Sexton • Carlos Rodriguez, Evening Receptionist

CONSISTORY
Elders: • Victoria Dillard • Beverley Sheares

Deacons: • Lorenzo M. Alsberry • Johanna Garcia • Brian Plane • Wendy Sealey • Zoe Reyes 
Intersections Ministry Deacon:  Abigail Ruane

Creating Community | Connecting to God | Committed to the City
Fort Washington Collegiate Church | 729 West 181st Street | NYC 10033 | 212.568.4014

Ways to get involved

SWERVE -- Youth, join  our monthly meetings  to plan citywide arts  projects and service!  Today at 12:30 after 
worship  we  will take  direct action to help  Puerto Rico by assembling care packets.  Ages  12-17 welcome!  Email 
Pastor Bridget at banthony@fortwashingtonchurch.org to learn more. 

We need nursery and Sunday School volunteers!  If you are  interested in volunteering at 11am or 5:30pm 
services, please email Eric at ealderfer@fortwashingtonchurch.org.

Interested in  the arts?  We want you! Now is  a great time to join  our Sunday morning choir, the Joyful Voices 
(rehearses Thursdays at 7:30). Do you play an  instrument, love  to dance, read poetry, act, paint, draw?  Email Chris at 
cwhittaker@fortwashingtonchurch.org to learn more.
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