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Fort Washington Collegiate Church	
Sunday, December 4th, 2016 | 5:30 PM | Second Sunday of Advent 

 
Welcome.  In order to prepare for worship and allow for private prayer, we ask that silence be observed 
upon entering and that you turn off cell phones.  We are aware that many people who attend this 
worship service come from other churches and faith traditions.  The typical mixture of faith traditions 
represented at this service makes up a community we cherish.  We are glad you are here.   

 
Prelude 
Please stand at the sounding of the chime. 

 
Opening 

“When I say it's you I like, I'm talking about that part of you that knows that life is far more than 
anything you can ever see or hear or touch. That deep part of you that allows you to stand for those 
things without which humankind cannot survive. Love that conquers hate, peace that rises triumphant 
over war, and justice that proves more powerful than greed.”  

― Fred Rogers 

Opening Hymn: Come Down, O Love Divine         Down Ampney 
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Please be seated. 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES (Hope – based on Isaiah 11:1-10) 

The Spirit of God rests fully on the coming Lord. 
The promised Christ is full of wisdom and understanding in the Spirit of God. 
The promised Lord will rule with true justice and righteousness. 
All fear will change to comfort.  All enemies will be transformed into friends. 
As we trust in God, we find our peace. 
In the grace of God, we find our hope. 
Let us – with hope – kindle the light of the Lord. 

  
Reader  A reading from the Gospel of Matthew               Matthew 3:1-12 
                                       
The Reading 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the 
kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts 
and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region 
along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 
7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree 
therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 11“I baptize you with water for 
repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear 
his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire. 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
A minute of silence is observed after the reading… 
 
Reflection                    Victoria Dillard          
 
Two minutes of silence is observed after the reflection … 
 
Music for Meditation 



4 
	

Prayers for Ourselves and Others  
Celebrant: God of Peace: We praise and thank you for the beautiful vision of Shalom that you gave your 
prophet Isaiah in ancient times and continues to inspire us today. A vision that foresees the stump and 
branch of Jesse ushering in perfect justice and righteousness; removing the selfish, aggressive nature in all 
of creation; abolishing war and violence; a time when they will not hurt or destroy on all my holy 
mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. Jesus, 
Prince of Peace: Come, and grant us your perfect peace. 
 

Silence … 
 
Liturgist: God of Peace: In a world of greed, injustice and war; defend the cause of the poor; deliver the 
needy; crush all oppression and may your glory fill the whole earth. Bestow your grace upon our elected 
leaders and the governments of every nation; that they may be instruments of your justice and peace in the 
world. Jesus, Prince of Peace: Come, and grant us your perfect peace. 
 

Silence … 
 
God of Peace: You deeply desire harmony and good will between all people and with your creation. Help 
us together, with one voice, glorify and praise your name (as we worship you within these walls), and as 
we affirm our common humanity with everyone, the oneness we find in creation, and the unity (not 
uniformity) we find in glorious diversity. Jesus, Prince of Peace: Come, and grant us your perfect peace. 
 

Silence … 
 
God of Peace: As John the Baptizer was the voice of one crying out in the wilderness to prepare his 
people for the way of the Lord; so, too, do we feel like lonely voices crying out in the wilderness filled 
with evil all around us. Grant us the courage to be faithful in the face of adversity. Jesus, Prince of Peace: 
Come, and grant us your perfect peace. 
 

Silence … 
 
God of Peace: During this season of Advent as we prepare for Christmas, may we care for the most needy 
and vulnerable in our midst, especially: the poor, widows and orphans, the unemployed, the homeless, 
those suffering from addictions, the prisoners, those struggling with loneliness and depression. Jesus, 
Prince of Peace: Come, and grant us your perfect peace. 
 

Silence … 
 
(Here other petitions and thanksgivings may be included, ending with: Jesus, Prince of Peace:  Come, and 
grant us your perfect peace.) 
 
The Care candle is lit 
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Celebrant: God of Peace: All of these things and whatever else is needful and helpful for us; we pray, in 
the name of Jesus who comes to reign as Prince of Peace.  Amen. 
 

 
Music for Meditation 
During the instrumental music and hymn, and at anytime hereafter, you are welcome to come forward to 
light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayer.  Tapers and votives are on the table in front of the piano.  
Please feel free to light a candle. 

 
Hymn: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear              Carol 
 Red Hymnal #170 

The Grace 

Now my friends, all that is true, all that is noble, all that is just and pure, all that is lovable and gracious, 
whatever is excellent and admirable; with these let us fill our hearts, and the God of the universe will be 
with us. Amen. 

The Peace  

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you.   

The ministers and people greet one another, in the name of the Lord. After exchanging the peace, please 
be seated. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Offering and Offertory (Give online at: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give/) 
Offering plates are not passed through the congregation at this service. For your offerings, offering 
plates are located on a stand in the center aisle.  
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The Holy Communion 
 
Eucharistic Prayer (please stand). 
Celebrant and People responsively: 

Source and Sustainer of life we name God, 
present and active from the beginning of time... 
in the Big Bang, in our Planet and the Milky Way... 
we are gathered in your ever present-ness. 
And it is right that we give thanks and praise, 
and tell our stories of celebration and connectedness. 
 
In time beyond our dreaming 
�Creativity God hovered over the water, 
�and was revealed in fire and storm and precious law. 
Likewise, humanity in this creative likeness evolved on this earth, � 
along with earth’s minerals and waters, �  
flowers and fruits, � living creatures of grace and beauty! �  
We offer this our thanks and praise. 
 
Our stories and legends go on to say: � 
Noah was shown a rainbow, � 
Moses gained courage to free his people, � 
in the face of danger Miriam would sing, � 
Esther found new strength,  
and Ruth stayed loyal. �   
We give thanks for women and men � 
in many different cultures and times and places  
who spoke about � our connectedness with each other,  
and with all of creation. 
 
In this age and season, with its TV and shopping, � 
we wait again with expectant hearts and hopeful spirits, �  
as we seek to once again discern your present-ness among us. 
 
So we join our celebration to all people: 
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Sanctus             Haugen 

 
 
The celebrant continues: 
Long ago our special tradition says, Jesus came in the humble birth of a child; 
a child of amazing and divine love, � 
a child of Mary's 'yes' to you, � 
a child of Joseph's acceptance, � 
a child of our humanity. � 
 
We pledge ourselves to be embodiments � of the dream he dreamed. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
Long ago our tradition also says, Jesus took bread, gave thanks, and broke it, saying: � 
“This is my body given for you.” �  
 
(Bread is broken) 
 
And he handed it to his friends, inviting them to eat, saying: � “Remember all that I have been to you.” 
 
Long ago our tradition says, Jesus poured a cup of wine, �offered thanks for it, and gave it to his 
friends, saying: � 
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(Juice/Wine is poured out) 
 
“This wine is poured out for you. 
As you drink give thanks for all I have given.” 
 
May this gathering of this community of faith 
�be comforted and challenged during this Advent season. � 
May people see in us the courage and the generosity � 
that characterized Jesus' life.  
 
Lamb of God      

 
 
Celebrant 
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  It is made ready for those who love him and for 
those who want to love him more.   
 
So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you who 
have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.  It is his will that those who want him should meet him 
here. 
 
You are welcome to be seated until you come forward to receive.  When you tear off a piece of bread 
from the loaf, touch a tip of the bread in the juice in the cup (intinct) and then consume.  If you would like 
prayers for healing, proceed to the area behind the communion table.  If the healing ministers are already 
praying with others, please wait your turn patiently until one of them is available. 
 
Music during Communion 
 
After Communion (Please stand) 
Celebrant: 
We are one with the mystery and Source and Sustainer of all that exists. � 
We rejoice in our human capacity � 
to wonder and marvel, �  
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to appreciate, �  
to rejoice, � 
and to give thanks. Amen. 
 
The Blessing  
May this new night of rest 
Repair the wear of time, 
Restore your vision of a deeper light, 
Heal the wounds of disappointments, 
And restore youth of heart 
For the adventure 
That awaits you tomorrow. Amen.  
 
Hymn: Be Thou My Vision             Slane 
 Red Hymnal #532 
 
Sending 
Go in peace. 
Live simply, at home in yourself. 
Be just in your word, just in deed. 
Remember the depth of your own compassion. 
Crave peace for all peoples in this world, beginning with you. 
And as you go, go with the dream of that peace 
set firm in your heart.   
Amen! 
 
Music for Meditation 
 
Postlude 
Please feel free to depart during the Postlude, as you wish.  Prayers for healing will continue at the 
communion table, so we ask you to leave quietly.  Please come back often. 
 

Following the Service 
Please join us in Fellowship Hall for refreshments following the service.  If you would like to know more 
about this church and how you might plug in, we would love to tell you. As a start, please fill out one of 
the visitor’s cards in the bulletin, and drop it in one of the offering plates at the entrance doors.  And, of 
course, call or email us anytime.   
 
Reflector, Victoria Dillard  
Celebrant, Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake 
Liturgist, Bridget Anthony, Associate Minister 
Instrumentalist: Chris Whittaker, Director of Music 
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CHILDREN & WORSHIP AT FORT WASHINGTON CHURCH 

Nursery Care:  The nursery is open and care is available for infants and toddlers between ages 0-3 with Hilda 
McCrillis in the nursery just behind the Sanctuary.  Care is available before and during worship (10:30am - 
12:15pm) 
 
Godly Play®:  After the Children's Time and during the Passing of the Peace, children 4 years of age through 
4th grad are invited to the Second Floor for Godly Play® in Classroom #208.  Caregivers and parents are 
invited to pick up their children after service. 
 
Children's Choir:  All children who love to sing are invited to rehearse with Eric Alderfer in the Second 
Floor Meeting Room #205 from 10am-10:45am.   
 
Sunday School: All youth (grades 5th - High School) are invited to join the Associate Minister Bridget Kelso 
Anthony upstairs in Room #209 after the Passing of the Peace. 
 
Fall Playgroup: All children and caregivers are welcome free of charge on Wednesdays from 9:30am to 11:30 
for songs, games and time to play in Fellowship Hall or in the yard (weather permitting).  Crawlers are invited 
to a time of free play on the jigsaw mat set up in the atrium as Mr. Eric accompanies on the keyboard. 
 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Sonia Alston 
Anna Svahn  
Faught Family 
Brenda Jon   
Alexis Agliano Sanborn 
Sonia Ashmeade 
Sandra Catena  
Louise Tatum 
Rosalyn Cuzco 

Evelyn Day 
Angela Espinal 
Sylvia Rodriguez 
Joe Tigner 
Margarita Vince- Allen 
Whittaker Family  
Barbara Marin 
Alderfer Famiy 
Gwen Wood 

Jane Wai 
Violetta Proano 
Mesina Family 
Branco Family  
Vaughn Family 
Marco Antonio & Marilin Calderon 
Jorge Mantorell 
Joan Bovers 
Angela Espinal

 
 

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list or have a prayer concern please contact Rev. Dr. 
Scott M. Kenefake at skenefake@fortwashingtonchurch.org or Bridget Anthony at 

banthony@fortwashingtonchurch.org or call (212) 568-4014 

Welcome to Fort Washington Collegiate Church; a place of diversity, hospitality and grace. We open 
our doors to everyone! We welcome all people regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, social or 
economic status. As a church family we celebrate our diversity and our connection to God. We seek to 
follow Christ's example and exemplify the love of Christ; therefore, as a faith community, we value 
grace over judgment. Although we represent many cultures and points of view, our diversity does not 
drive us apart, but gives us the opportunity to be enriched by the gifts and leadership of all. Together, 
by word and deed, we proclaim the good news that there is new life in Christ. 
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INFORMATION & PRAYER CARDS IN PEWS 

If you would like to share your information with us or share a prayer request; please fill out the white 
information card or the green prayer cards. 

GOD TALK 
Join us Wednesday nights for dinner and a lively discussion. Dinner starts at 6:30 pm, followed by a Scripture 
reading and discussion at 7:00pm.  The schedule for 2016-2017 can be found on our website. The next meetings are 
scheduled for November 9th and November 30th. 
 
 

EVENSONG SPEAKERS (REFLECTORS) NEEDED FOR JANUARY 8, 15, 22, 29 
Each week at the Evensong & Communion Service at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary, we have guest 

speakers (reflectors) who offer a five minute or less reflection on where I'm experiencing God in 
my life now.  Interested in volunteering? Please talk to one of the ministry staff or contact the 

church. 
 

NOON PRAYER 
Noon prayer will meet on Wednesdays in the North Room, led by Devora Jones. 

 
 

HELP US SERVE YOU BETTER! 
We need your volunteer and financial support to keep all of our excellent community, fellowship, 
and educational programs healthy and strong. 
 
If you have any questions regarding volunteering or making a financial gift, please speak with Rev. 
Dr. Scott Kenefake, or Associate Minister Bridget Anthony.  We thank you for you support! 
 

CONSISTORY MINUTES ONLINE 
Minutes of monthly Fort Washington *Consistory Minutes and bi-monthly **Collegiate Church 
Consistory Minutes can be found on our website: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org  
 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Do you love children and are you being called to serve our church family? We need nursery 

volunteers willing to help with childcare in both the morning and evening service. 
 
 

Single Parent Support Group 
The next meeting will be on Sunday, December 11th, at 12:30 pm, in the Worship Arts 
Room 
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FALL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
 
Pledges for 2017 are now being received.  Have we received yours? 
Electronic Pledge Cards and on-line giving can be found on our 
website at: www.fortwashingchurch.org/pledge/ 
Paper copies are available in the sanctuary entrance (vestibule). 

 
 
 

 
Advent/Christmas Worship/Event Schedule 

 
Tuesday, Dec. 6th, Fort Washington Community Choir Concert, 8-9 pm (Sanctuary) 
 
Saturday, Dec. 10th, FWCC Community Christmas Party/Open House: 4-6 pm (Santa, gifts 
for kids, Carols, Tree-lighting) 
 
Sunday, December 11th, Recognition/Reception for Elders Scott Simpson & Yvonne Henry 
for their many years of service to the church; 11 am 
 
Saturday, Dec. 17th, WHCO Christmas Jazz Fundraiser, 3:00 pm (Sanctuary) Visit: 
whco.nyc 
 
Sunday, Dec. 18th, Children’s Christmas Pageant, 11 am 
 
Tuesday, December 20th/Blue Christmas/The Longest Night Service, 7:00pm 
 
Saturday, Dec. 24th, Christmas Eve Worship (Lessons & Carols), 5:30 pm 
 
Sunday, Dec. 25th, Carol Sing & Communion at 11 am 
 
(No Evensong on December 25th or January 1) 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
 
 
December 4th/Second Sunday of Advent/Holy Communion 
Isaiah 11:1-10; “New Life Stirring”-- Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake, Preaching 
Theme: Where do we find God? Hint: Wherever the “new shoots” of life are found! 
 5:30 pm, Evensong & Communion, Victoria Dillard, Reflector 
 
December 11th/Third Sunday of Advent, 11am 
 Luke 1:47-55; “Sing a New Song” by Bridget Kelso Anthony, Preaching 

Recognition/Reception for Elders Scott Simpson & Yvonne Henry/Dance 
Ministry 
5:30 pm, Evensong & Communion, Devora Jones, Reflector 
 

December 18th/Fourth Sunday of Advent, 11am 
Isaiah 7:10-16, Matthew 1:18-25,  
“Immanuel: God With Us”-- Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake, Preaching 
Theme: What kind of Messiah is this? 
       Children’s Christmas Pageant 
                  5:30 pm, Evensong & Communion, Johanna Garcia, Reflector 
 
December 20th/Blue Christmas/The Longest Night Service, 7:00pm 
 
December 24th/Christmas Eve, 5:30pm 
 A Service of Lessons & Carols 
 
December 25th/Christmas Day, 11am 
 Carols & Communion 
 
No Evensong on December 25th & January 1st 
 

Blue Christmas/ 
The Longest Night Service 
Tuesday, December 20th, 7pm 
The Blue Christmas service is a way to acknowledge the sadness some feel due to loss 
during a season in which the emphasis is on celebration, joy and gathering with family and 
friends. Typically this service is held on the eve of the Winter Equinox, the longest night of 
the year. Fort Washing Collegiate Church will be opening its doors to invite those from the 
community who might be seeking comfort and solace on this dark night. 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake, Interim Senior Pastor • Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate 
Minister • Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministry • Chris Whittaker, Director of 
Music • Laurrinda Hatcher, Treasurer • Diana Morales, Administrative and Operations 

Manager • Lazaro Rodríguez, Sexton • Amable Morales, Evening Receptionist • 
Wilfredo Serrano, Sexton 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CONSISTORY 
Elders: • Victoria Dillard • Jamie Cacciola-Price  • Beverley Sheares 

Deacons: • Lorenzo M. Alsberry • Brian Plane • Zoe Reyes 
Intersections Ministry Deacons: Jay Godfrey • Anna Svahn 

MEDIA UPDATES: www.FortWashingtonChurch.org / 
 www.Facebook.com/FortWashingtonChurch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating Community | Connecting to God | Committed to the City 
Fort Washington Collegiate Church | 729 West 181st Street | NYC 10033 | 212.568.4014 

 


