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Fort Washington Collegiate Church	
Sunday, December 11th, 2016 | 5:30 PM | Third Sunday of Advent 

 
Welcome.  In order to prepare for worship and allow for private prayer, we ask that silence be observed 
upon entering and that you turn off cell phones.  We are aware that many people who attend this 
worship service come from other churches and faith traditions.  The typical mixture of faith traditions 
represented at this service makes up a community we cherish.  We are glad you are here.   

 
Prelude 
Please stand at the sounding of the chime. 

 
Opening 

“Madeleine L'Engle observes: "We do not draw people to Christ by loudly discrediting what they 
believe, by telling them how wrong they are and how right we are, but by showing them a light that is 
so lovely that they want with all their hearts to know the source of it.”  

Opening Hymn: Lo! How a Rose E’er Blooming            German 
 Red Hymnal #163 

Please be seated. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES (Joy – based on Isaiah 35:1-10) 

The wilderness will dance and the dry places will sing praises to God. 
When we see the glory of the Lord revealed, we will be strengthened and saved! 
God’s peace opens our eyes.  God’s gift of hope opens our hearts. 
With joy, we will praise the promised Savior of the world! 
Let us – with joy – kindle the light of the Lord. 

 
  
Reader  A reading from the Gospel of Luke                          Luke 1:46-55
                                        
The Reading 

46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has 
looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me 
blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. 50His mercy is for 
those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm; he has 
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He has brought down the powerful from their 
thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away 
empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he 
made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.”  
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Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
A minute of silence is observed after the reading… 
 
Reflection                          Devora Jones         
 
Two minutes of silence is observed after the reflection … 
 
Music for Meditation 
 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others  
Celebrant: Through Christ the reign of God has come near.  Let us prepare the way of the Lord and bear 
fruit worthy of repentance, as we bring our prayers to God, saying:  Blest is God's glorious Name 
forever; may all the earth be filled with your glory. 

Liturgist:  Gracious and loving God, guide your Church Universal with the spirit of wisdom and 
understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and reverence, that we may 
welcome all people just as Christ has welcomed us.   
Blest is God's glorious Name forever;  
may all the earth be filled with your glory. 

Infinite One, guide the leaders of the nations and all in authority, that with righteousness they may 
judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek.  
Blest is God's glorious Name forever;   
may all the earth be filled with your glory. 

Holy and Reconciling Wisdom, let the earth be filled with the knowledge of God as the waters cover 
the sea, and let your peaceful kingdom come, when the wolf shall live with the lamb, and they will 
not hurt or destroy in all your holy creation.   
Blest is God's glorious Name forever;   
may all the earth be filled with your glory. 

Pour upon this community, O God, the abundance of your peace, that we may live in harmony with 
one another and with one voice glorify your Name.  
Blest is God's glorious Name forever;   
may all the earth be filled with your glory. 

(Here other petitions and thanksgivings may be included, ending with:  
Blest is God's glorious Name forever;   
may all the earth be filled with your glory. 
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The Care candle is lit 
 

Celebrant: O God of steadfastness and encouragement, hear our prayers for the whole 
creation:  Baptize us with Holy Spirit and fire; fill us with all joy and peace, that we may abound in 
hope in the power of your Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
 

Music for Meditation 
During the instrumental music and hymn, and at anytime hereafter, you are welcome to come forward to 
light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayer.  Tapers and votives are on the table in front of the piano.  
Please feel free to light a candle. 

 
Hymn: Mary Gladly Told Her Cousin               Gillette 
             Tune of “Once in Royal David’s City”  
 

Mary gladly told her cousin, "Praise the Lord! My spirit sings!" 
Young and humble, she'd been chosen! God was surely changing things! 
God of love, her words ring true As we sing her prayer to you: 

 
"Now my soul is gladly singing At the greatness of the Lord. 
I rejoice, for God is bringing His salvation to the world. 
All who live will say I'm blest Even in my lowliness. 
 
"God is mighty, just and holy, And he's done great things for me. 
Those who fear him know the mercy That God gives us endlessly. 
Mighty ones are brought down low; Lowly ones find blessings flow. 
 
"God has filled the poor and hungry, And he's sent the rich away. 
God is active here in history, In a real and wondrous way. 
God has promised, and I'm blessed, For I know God's faithfulness." 

The Grace 

Now my friends, all that is true, all that is noble, all that is just and pure, all that is lovable and gracious, 
whatever is excellent and admirable; with these let us fill our hearts, and the God of the universe will be 
with us. Amen. 

The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.   
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The ministers and people greet one another, in the name of the Lord. After exchanging the peace, please 
be seated. 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Offering and Offertory (Give online at: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give/) 
Offering plates are not passed through the congregation at this service. For your offerings, offering 
plates are located on a stand in the center aisle.  

The Holy Communion 
 
Eucharistic Prayer (please stand). 
Celebrant and People responsively: 

May the Creator of the Holy Way be with you. 
And also with you. 
Do not be afraid, people of God, but lift your hearts to the holy One. 
Our hearts will be filled with God’s hope and grace. 
Children of God, offer songs of goodness to the One who keeps faith forever. 
We offer glad praises to the One who comes with justice. 
  
You carved a holy way 
through chaos, Unveiling God, 
rejoicing with Word and Spirit as creation 
trickled down mountains to form rivers, 
birds built nests in shrubs and trees, 
bees and butterflies pollinated meadows. 
These great, and good, things were  
for those formed in your image 
so we might be with you in wonder, 
but we were blinded by sparkling  
seductions and could not 
envision the life you offered to us. 
Patiently, you sent prophets to us, 
who urged us over and again to return, 
but we continued to look favorably 
upon the gifts offered elsewhere. 
So you emptied your strong heart, 
becoming weak in the baby 
born in Bethlehem for us. 
  
With those you have put back on their feet, 
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with those you knock off our presumptions, 
we sing our carols to you: 
 
Sanctus             Haugen 

 
 
The celebrant continues: 
Holiness is the path you walk, Gracious God, 
and your Child, Jesus, is the One 
who comes with justice for all your people. 
When we are worry, world, and work weary, 
he comes to strengthen our hearts, 
to stand us back on our feet. 
When disappointment silences us, 
he comes to teach us 
how to proclaim the good news. 
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When we cannot see our way out of our foolishness, 
he comes to point us toward salvation’s dawn. 
When we were held captive by self-centeredness, 
he came, giving himself in love, 
so joy might dance in our hearts, 
and we could gather bouquets 
of resurrection gladness as 
death ran away. 
  
As we draw closer to the joy of his birth, 
as we remember his death and resurrection at this feast, 
we bear witness to the holy way of faith which is a mystery: 
  
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ’s Spirit renews our lives. 
  
Gather your people in these moments, 
and lead us along the holy way to the Table 
where the Spirit anoints the bread and the cup 
and blesses all who have come for this feast. 
As we are strengthened by the bread, 
may we show the way toward healing 
to the imprisoned, 
the sightless, 
the sufferers of chronic pain, 
those who struggle to hear. 
As we drink from grace’s cup, 
may we notice what you are doing in our midst 
so grief and loneliness 
will disappear, never to be seen again. 
  
And when all time has drawn to a close, 
when we are gathered with our sisters and brothers  
at Advent’s Table in eternity with you, 
we will rejoice in your forever, 
God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  
 
(Bread is broken) 
 
 
Lamb of God      



9 
	

 
Celebrant 
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  It is made ready for those who love him and for 
those who want to love him more.   
 
So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you who 
have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.  It is his will that those who want him should meet him 
here. 
 
You are welcome to be seated until you come forward to receive.  When you tear off a piece of bread 
from the loaf, touch a tip of the bread in the juice in the cup (intinct) and then consume.  If you would like 
prayers for healing, proceed to the area behind the communion table.  If the healing ministers are already 
praying with others, please wait your turn patiently until one of them is available. 
 
Music during Communion 
 
After Communion (Please stand) 
Celebrant: 
We are one with the mystery and Source and Sustainer of all that exists. � 
We rejoice in our human capacity � 
to wonder and marvel, �  
to appreciate, �  
to rejoice, � 
and to give thanks. Amen. 
 
The Blessing  
Loving God, in Jesus you called us to come when we are weary and overburdened.  Give us rest from the 
trials of the day; guard our sleep and speak to our dreaming, so that refreshed we may greet daylight with 
resolve, and be strong to do your will. Amen.  
 
Hymn: O Come, O Come Emmanuel #133          Neale 
  
Sending 
Go in peace. 
Live simply, at home in yourself. 
Be just in your word, just in deed. 
Remember the depth of your own compassion. 
Crave peace for all peoples in this world, beginning with you. 
And as you go, go with the dream of that peace 
set firm in your heart.  Amen! 
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Music for Meditation 
 
Postlude 
Please feel free to depart during the Postlude, as you wish.  Prayers for healing will continue at the 
communion table, so we ask you to leave quietly.  Please come back often. 
 

Following the Service 
Please join us in Fellowship Hall for refreshments following the service.  If you would like to know more 
about this church and how you might plug in, we would love to tell you. As a start, please fill out one of 
the visitor’s cards in the bulletin, and drop it in one of the offering plates at the entrance doors.  And, of 
course, call or email us anytime.   
 
Reflector, Devora Jones  
Celebrant, Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake 
Liturgist, Bridget Anthony, Associate Minister 
Cantor: Jessica Hilliard, Soprano 
Instrumentalist: Chris Whittaker, Director of Music 

 
CHILDREN & WORSHIP AT FORT WASHINGTON CHURCH 

Nursery Care:  The nursery is open and care is available for infants and toddlers between ages 0-3 with Hilda 
McCrillis in the nursery just behind the Sanctuary.  Care is available before and during worship (10:30am - 
12:15pm) 
 
Godly Play®:  After the Children's Time and during the Passing of the Peace, children 4 years of age through 
4th grad are invited to the Second Floor for Godly Play® in Classroom #208.  Caregivers and parents are 
invited to pick up their children after service. 
 
Children's Choir:  All children who love to sing are invited to rehearse with Eric Alderfer in the Second 
Floor Meeting Room #205 from 10am-10:45am.   
 
Sunday School: All youth (grades 5th - High School) are invited to join the Associate Minister Bridget Kelso 
Anthony upstairs in Room #209 after the Passing of the Peace. 
 

Welcome to Fort Washington Collegiate Church; a place of diversity, hospitality and grace. We open 
our doors to everyone! We welcome all people regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, social or 
economic status. As a church family we celebrate our diversity and our connection to God. We seek to 
follow Christ's example and exemplify the love of Christ; therefore, as a faith community, we value 
grace over judgment. Although we represent many cultures and points of view, our diversity does not 
drive us apart, but gives us the opportunity to be enriched by the gifts and leadership of all. Together, 
by word and deed, we proclaim the good news that there is new life in Christ. 
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Fall Playgroup: All children and caregivers are welcome free of charge on Wednesdays from 9:30am to 11:30 
for songs, games and time to play in Fellowship Hall or in the yard (weather permitting).  Crawlers are invited 
to a time of free play on the jigsaw mat set up in the atrium as Mr. Eric accompanies on the keyboard. 
 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Sonia Alston 
Anna Svahn  
Faught Family 
Brenda Jon   
Alexis Agliano Sanborn 
Sonia Ashmeade 
Sandra Catena  
Louise Tatum 
Rosalyn Cuzco 

Evelyn Day 
Angela Espinal 
Sylvia Rodriguez 
Joe Tigner 
Margarita Vince- Allen 
Whittaker Family  
Barbara Marin 
Alderfer Famiy 
Gwen Wood 

Jane Wai 
Violetta Proano 
Mesina Family 
Branco Family  
Vaughn Family 
Marco Antonio & Marilin Calderon 
Jorge Mantorell 
Joan Bovers 
Angela Espinal

 
 

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list or have a prayer concern please contact Rev. Dr. 
Scott M. Kenefake at skenefake@fortwashingtonchurch.org or Bridget Anthony at 

banthony@fortwashingtonchurch.org or call (212) 568-4014 
 

INFORMATION & PRAYER CARDS IN PEWS 
If you would like to share your information with us or share a prayer request; please fill out the white 
information card or the green prayer cards. 

GOD TALK 
Join us Wednesday nights for dinner and a lively discussion. Dinner starts at 6:30 pm, followed by a Scripture 
reading and discussion at 7:00pm.  The schedule for 2016-2017 can be found on our website. The next meetings is 
scheduled for December 21st. 
 
 

EVENSONG SPEAKERS (REFLECTORS) NEEDED FOR JANUARY 8, 15, 22, 29 
Each week at the Evensong & Communion Service at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary, we have guest 

speakers (reflectors) who offer a five minute or less reflection on where I'm experiencing God in 
my life now.  Interested in volunteering? Please talk to one of the ministry staff or contact the 

church. 
 

NOON PRAYER 
Noon prayer will meet on Wednesdays in the North Room, led by Devora Jones. 
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HELP US SERVE YOU BETTER! 
We need your volunteer and financial support to keep all of our excellent community, fellowship, 
and educational programs healthy and strong. 
 
If you have any questions regarding volunteering or making a financial gift, please speak with Rev. 
Dr. Scott Kenefake, or Associate Minister Bridget Anthony.  We thank you for you support! 
 

CONSISTORY MINUTES ONLINE 
Minutes of monthly Fort Washington *Consistory Minutes and bi-monthly **Collegiate Church 
Consistory Minutes can be found on our website: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org  
 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Do you love children and are you being called to serve our church family? We need nursery 

volunteers willing to help with childcare in both the morning and evening service. 
 
 
 
 

 
FALL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
 
Pledges for 2017 are now being received.  Have we received yours? 
Electronic Pledge Cards and on-line giving can be found on our 
website at: www.fortwashingchurch.org/pledge/ 
Paper copies are available in the sanctuary entrance (vestibule). 

 
 
 

 
 

Blue Christmas/The Longest Night Service 
Tuesday, December 20th, 7pm 

The Blue Christmas service is a way to acknowledge the sadness some feel due to loss 
during a season in which the emphasis is on celebration, joy and gathering with family and 
friends. Typically this service is held on the eve of the Winter Equinox, the longest night of 
the year. Fort Washing Collegiate Church will be opening its doors to invite those from the 
community who might be seeking comfort and solace on this dark night. 

 
 
 
 
 



13 
	
	

 
 
 
 
 

Advent/Christmas Worship/Event Schedule 
 
Sunday, December 11th, Recognition/Reception for Elders Scott Simpson & 
Yvonne Henry for their many years of service to the church; 11 am 
 
Saturday, Dec. 17th, WHCO Christmas Jazz Fundraiser, 3:00 pm (Sanctuary) 
Visit: whco.nyc 
 
Sunday, Dec. 18th, Children’s Christmas Pageant, 11 am 
 
Tuesday, December 20th/Blue Christmas/The Longest Night Service, 7:00pm 
 
Saturday, Dec. 24th, Christmas Eve Worship (Lessons & Carols), 5:30 pm 
 
Sunday, Dec. 25th, Carol Sing & Communion at 11 am 
 
(No Evensong on December 25th or January 1) 
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SERMON NOTES 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
 
December 11th/Third Sunday of Advent, 11am 
 Luke 1:47-55; “Sing a New Song” by Bridget Kelso Anthony, Preaching 

Recognition/Reception for Elders Scott Simpson & Yvonne Henry/Dance 
Ministry 
5:30 pm, Evensong & Communion, Devora Jones, Reflector 
 

December 18th/Fourth Sunday of Advent, 11am 
Isaiah 7:10-16, Matthew 1:18-25,  
“Immanuel: God With Us”-- Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake, Preaching 
Theme: What kind of Messiah is this? 
       Children’s Christmas Pageant 
                  5:30 pm, Evensong & Communion, Johanna Garcia, Reflector 
 
December 20th/Blue Christmas/The Longest Night Service, 7:00pm 
 
December 24th/Christmas Eve, 5:30pm 
 A Service of Lessons & Carols 
 
December 25th/Christmas Day, 11am 
 Carols & Communion 
 
January 1st/New Year’s Day, 11 am 
 Reflection & Communion 
 
No Evensong on December 25th & January 1st 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake, Interim Senior Pastor • Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate 
Minister • Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministry • Chris Whittaker, Director of 
Music • Laurrinda Hatcher, Treasurer • Diana Morales, Administrative and Operations 

Manager • Lazaro Rodríguez, Sexton • Amable Morales, Evening Receptionist • 
Wilfredo Serrano, Sexton 

 
CONSISTORY 

Elders: • Victoria Dillard • Jamie Cacciola-Price  • Beverley Sheares 
Deacons: • Lorenzo M. Alsberry • Brian Plane • Zoe Reyes 

Intersections Ministry Deacons: Jay Godfrey • Anna Svahn 
MEDIA UPDATES: www.FortWashingtonChurch.org / 

 www.Facebook.com/FortWashingtonChurch 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Creating Community | Connecting to God | Committed to the City 
Fort Washington Collegiate Church | 729 West 181st Street | NYC 10033 | 212.568.4014 


