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Christmas Eve 
A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols 
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Make Your Annual Pledge 
As our new year begins, we want to invite you to partner with us in the good work that God 
has called us to in Upper Manhattan.  Your financial commitment ensures that FWCC can 
continue to offer a variety of dynamic programs for children, youth, and adults as a source of 
hope and healing for our community.   

Please prayerfully consider what you and your family can pledge to give in the upcoming 
calendar year (Jan. 1 through Dec. 31 2017) and commit to our Capital Campaign (active 
through Dec. 2018).  Your pledge plays an important role helping to guide our church's planning 
and budgeting in the new year. 

Why pledge? 
While FWCC is blessed with a generous endowment as our foundation, our ministry 
programming and outreach is completely dependent on your tithes and offerings.  No matter 
what the amount of your weekly or monthly commitment, your response helps us to plan and 
budget for 2017 – our children and youth programs, our music ministry, small-groups, outreach, 
and more! We encourage you to pledge today!  We understand financial circumstances 
sometimes change, and if at any time you need to make an adjustment to increase or decrease 
your pledge, simply let us know. Thank you for making a commitment to the Fort Washington 
Collegiate Church family.   
 

How to pledge 
Online: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/pledge  
At church: Fill out a pledge card found at the front entrance (vestibule) and place it in the 
offering plate.  
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Fort Washington Collegiate Church 
A Festival of Nine Lessons & Carols 

December 24th, 2016 | 5:30PM | CHRISTMAS EVE 
 
PRELUDE 
 
 
HYMN #173 Come, All Ye Faithful           Adeste Fidelis 
 
 
WELCOME ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
OPENING SENTENCES  (Psalm 96)  
 Sing to the Lord a new song;  
 sing to the Lord, all the earth!  

Sing to the Lord and bless God’s name;  
tell the good news of salvation from day to day.  

Declare God’s glory among the nations, 
God’s marvelous works among all the peoples. 
For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised.  

Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice.  
Let the sea roar, and all that fills it; the world, and those who live in it.  

Let the whole creation sing for joy 
at the presence of God, who is coming. 
God is coming indeed, 
to judge the earth with righteousness, and the peoples with equity and truth. Praise the 
Lord!  

 
CHILDREN’S TIME AND LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE 

Please greet one another with the words: The Peace of Christ is with you! -And also with you! 
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HYMN #161 Once in Royal David’s City              Irby  
 Emilie Miranda, Soloist 
 
 
FIRST LESSON: Genesis 1 (selected verses)   

God creates the world and declares it to be good and blesses it 
 
 
CAROL #155 O Little Town of Bethlehem                 St. Louis 
 
 
SECOND LESSON:  Genesis 22:15-18  
 God promises that, through Abraham, all the peoples of the world will be blessed 
 
 
CAROL #163 O Come, O Come Emmanuel      Veni Emmanuel 
 
 
THIRD LESSON: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7  
 The people who walk in darkness receive the promise of the Messiah  
 
 
CAROL #170 It Came Upon the Midnight Clear           Carol 
 
 
FOURTH LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-4, 6-9  
 The Messiah will come from the root of Jesse to restore the peace of creation  
 
 
CAROL #163 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming         Es Ist Ein Ros 
 
 
FIFTH LESSON: Luke 1:26-35-38  
 An angel appears to Mary and announces that she will bear a holy child  
 
 
CAROL #171 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing           Mendelssohn 
 
 
OFFERTORY: O Holy Night                    Cappeau 
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SIXTH LESSON: Luke 2:1-7  
 Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem where Mary gives birth to her child  
 
 
CAROL #147 Away in a Manger        Mueller 
 
 
SEVENTH LESSON: Luke 2:8-16 
 Angels appear to shepherds in the fields and announce the birth of the Messiah  
 
 
CAROL #153 Angels We Have Heard on High         Gloria 
 
 
EIGHTH LESSON: Matthew 2:1-11  
 Magi from the East come seeking the Messiah and offer gifts to the baby Jesus  
 
 
CAROL #185 We Three Kings of Orient Are       Kings of Orient 
 
 
NINTH LESSON: John 1:1-14  
 The Word of God becomes flesh and lives among us, full of grace and truth  
 
 
CAROL: #146 Joy to the World         Antioch 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  

Circle us, Lord 
Circle us with the light of your presence, bright within this dark word 
Enable us to be overcomers of fear and temptation 
Enable us to be victors over dread and despair 
Enable us to become that which you would desire 
(Silent prayer) 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle us with the light of your presence 
 
Circle us, Lord 
Circle our family within the shelter of your outstretched arms 
Protect them in each moment of their daily lives 
Protect them in the decisions that they face 
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Protect their homes and relationships 
(Silent prayer) 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle our families with the light of your presence 
 
Circle us, Lord 
Circle our fearful, divided nation with Advent love and hope 
Create a desire to listen to the Advent message 
Create a willingness to understand and respond 
Create a need to reach out to the Christ Child 
(Silent prayer) 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle our nation with the light of your presence 
 
Circle us, Lord 
Circle this world with the joy of your Salvation 
Where there is sickness and disease bring healing 
Where there is hunger and despair bring hope 
Where there is torture and oppression bring release 
(Silent prayer) 
Lord of creation, Lord of Salvation 
Circle this world with the light of your presence 
 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (debts, debtors) 
 
 
CLOSING HYMN AND CANDLE LIGHTING: #164 Silent Night, Holy Night         Stille Nacht 
 
SENDING 

Let us go to be the gift another needs, 
sharing God’s blessings of love and grace, 
running to tell the Story we heard from the shepherds. 
Let us go to be the comfort which can swaddle others, 
sharing Jesus’ compassion with the poor and needy, 
welcoming the holiness offered by the most vulnerable we meet. 
Let us go to enkindle the lives around us, 
sharing the Spirit’s peace with all the broken, 
learning the language of hope from the children in our midst. 

 
 

Refreshments will be served in the Glass Pavilion following the service. 



7	

 
Participating in this evening’s service: 

Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake, Interim Senior Pastor 
Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister 

Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministry 
 

Joyful Voices 
Chris Whittaker, Music Director 

Sopranos: Cara Samantha, Stephenie Skyllas, Julie Stevens 
Altos: Julie Brown, Sarah Kervin, Gwen Kingsberry, Katie Long, Kathy Simpson 

Tenors: Travon Anderson, Anna Svahn  
 

Instrumentalists 
Chris Whittaker, piano; Andrew Friedman, bass; Michael Riddleberger, drums; George Zeitler, organ 

Amos Fayette, violin; Abigail Fayette, violin; Gregg Williams, viola; James Waldo, cello 
 

Welcome to Fort Washington Collegiate Church; a place of diversity, hospitality and grace. We open our doors 
to everyone! We welcome all people regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, social or economic status. 
As a church family we celebrate our diversity and our connection to God. We seek to follow Christ's example 
and exemplify the love of Christ; therefore, as a faith community, we value grace over judgment. Although we 
represent many cultures and points of view, our diversity does not drive us apart, but gives us the opportunity 
to be enriched by the gifts and leadership of all. Together, by word and deed, we proclaim the good news that 
there is new life in Christ. 
 

CHILDREN & WORSHIP AT FORT WASHINGTON CHURCH 
 
Nursery Care:  The nursery is open and care is 
available for infants and toddlers between ages 0-3 in 
the nursery just behind the Sanctuary.  Care is 
available before and during worship (5:30pm - 
6:45pm) 
Godly Play®:  Godly Play will be on a break for the 
Holidays and will return January 8th 

Children's Choir:  All children who love to sing are 
invited to rehearse with Eric Alderfer in the Second 
Floor Meeting Room #205 from 10:00 am-10:45 am.   
Sunday School: Sunday School will be on a break for 
the Holidays and will resume January 15th. 
Fall Playgroup: Playgroup will be on break for the 
Holidays and will resume January 11th. 

 
Wishing all the young people at the church a Happy Holiday! The first meeting for young people and parents 
interested in Confirmation Classes will be held on Sunday, January 15th immediately after morning service.  
Join Associate Minister Bridget Kelso Anthony in Room 209 to discuss curriculum and enrollment. 
 
 

INFORMATION & PRAYER CARDS IN PEWS 
If you would like to share your information with us or share a prayer request; please fill out the white 
information card or the green prayer cards. 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
 
December 25th/Christmas Day, 11:00 am 
 Carols & Communion 
January 1st/New Year’s Day, 11:00 am 
 Reflection & Communion 
No Evensong on December 25th & January 1st 

 
 EVENSONG SPEAKER (REFLECTORS) Needed 

for January 8, 15, 22, & 29
 

SINGLE PARENT SUPPORT GROUP 
The next meeting will be on Sunday, JANUARY 8th, 

at 12:30 pm, in the Worship Arts Room 
 
 
 

GOD TALK 
Join us Wednesday nights for dinner and a lively 
discussion. Dinner starts at 6:30 pm, followed by a 
Scripture reading and discussion at 7:00pm.  The full 
schedule for 2016-2017 is on our website. Next 
meeting is on JANUARY 4TH.

 
CONSISTORY MINUTES ONLINE 

Minutes of monthly Fort Washington *Consistory Minutes and bi-monthly **Collegiate Church Consistory 
Minutes can be found on our website: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org 
 

FORT WASHINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR RE-STARTS JAN 17  
Interested in joining our community choir this season?  We rehearse Tuesday nights from 7:30-9.  All are 

welcome.  Register online at www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/choir 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake, Interim Senior Pastor • Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister • Eric 
Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministry • Chris Whittaker, Director of Music • Laurrinda Hatcher, 
Treasurer • Diana Morales, Administrative and Operations Manager • Mary Lora, Parish Administrator 

Lazaro Rodríguez, Sexton • Amable Morales, Evening Receptionist • Wilfredo Serrano, Sexton 
 
 

CONSISTORY 
Elders: • Victoria Dillard • Jamie Cacciola-Price  • Beverley Sheares 

Deacons: • Lorenzo M. Alsberry • Brian Plane • Zoe Reyes 
Intersections Ministry Deacons: Jay Godfrey • Anna Svahn 

 
 

MEDIA UPDATES: www.FortWashingtonChurch.org  
www.Facebook.com/FortWashingtonChurch 

 
 

Creating Community | Connecting to God | Committed to the City 
Fort Washington Collegiate Church | 729 West 181st Street | NYC 10033 | 212.568.4014 


