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Carol Sing & Communion 
 

 
 

 



 

	

Fort Washington Collegiate Church 

Sunday, December 25th, 2016 | 11:00 AM 
 

Welcome.  In order to prepare for worship and allow for private prayer, we ask that silence be observed 
upon entering and that you turn off cell phones.  We are aware that many people who attend this worship 
service come from other churches and faith traditions.  The typical mixture of faith traditions represented 
at this service makes up a community we cherish.  We are glad you are here.   

 
Prelude 

 
Opening 

The word incarnation literally means, “to make into flesh” and refers to the apostle John’s teaching 
that “the Word became flesh and lived among us” (John 1:14).  “No one has ever seen God,” John 
explains, but Jesus “has made [God] known.” In other words, if you want to know what God is like, 
look at Jesus. 

       --Rachel Held Evans 

Carol Sing (please remain seated) 
 O Come All Ye Faithful #173 
 Angels We Have Heard on High #152 

The Lighting of the Christ Candle 

After counting the weeks of Advent we have come to Christmas Day. 

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep 
darkness-- on them light has shined. Isaiah 9:2   

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. John 1:9  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory of  
[God's] only son, full of grace and truth. John 1:14  
 

The Reading A reading from the Gospel according to Luke              Luke 2:1-20 
 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. 2This 
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own 
towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of 
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to 
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be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news 
of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, 
praising God and saying, 14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 
whom he favors!” 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 
made known to us.” 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 
manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all 
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and 
pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had 
heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
A minute of silence is observed after the reading… 
 
Reflection                           Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake        
 
A minute of silence is observed after the reflection … 
 
Hymn: The First Noel          Author 
 Red Hymnal #162 
 
Prayer for Christmas Day 

The joy of discovery 
that moment  
when hope and expectation  
were gloriously met  
by the illumination of one bright star. 
 
Silence … 
 
We cannot imagine  
what words were spoken by visitors  
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or if first impressions  
left them somewhat confused. 
Silence … 
 
Messiah, Savior, a Servant King  
born in the barest of palaces.  
Yet they saw and fell down  
on their knees in adoration.  
 
Silence … 
 
Lord, they saw you and knew  
whom they had met. 
 
As we meet around crib  
candle or advent wreath  
draw us into that stable  
in our imagination.  

In the quiet moments of prayer  
this Christmas, that brief oasis  
from the bustle of the world 
bring alive to us  
the smell of the hay  
the sound of the animals  
the cry of a baby.  
 
Silence … 
 
Draw us close to our Savior  
Messiah and King as we bring  
not Gold, Myrrh or Frankincense  
but the gift of our lives  
the only offering we can bring. Amen. 

 
Music for Meditation 
During the instrumental music and hymn, and at anytime hereafter, you are welcome to come forward to 
light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayer.  Tapers and votives are on the table in front of the piano.  
Please feel free to light a candle. 
 
Hymn: What Child is This?         Author 
 Red Hymnal #150 

The Grace 
Now my friends, all that is true, all that is noble, all that is just and pure, all that is lovable and gracious, 
whatever is excellent and admirable; with these let us fill our hearts, and the God of the universe will be 
with us. Amen. 

The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
And also with you.   
The ministers and people greet one another, in the name of the Lord. After exchanging the peace, please 
be seated. 

Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Offering and Offertory (Give online at: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give/) 
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Offering plates will not be passed through the congregation at this service. For your offerings, offering 
plates are located on a stand in the center aisle.  

Offertory: Peace on Earth/Little Drummer Boy                Bowie/Crosby 
 
The Holy Communion 

Eucharistic Prayer  
Now, may Bethlehem’s Child bless you! 
And also bless you! 
Now, may the children of God open their hearts. 
We offer them to the One who loves us each and every morning. 
Now, may we join in the songs of the angels. 
We join our voices with those of every time and place. 
  
In the silenced night of chaos, 
creation rejoiced with the carols of wonders 
you had composed, God of surprises: 
as joy sparkled in the sky, 
as rivers swarmed with fish, 
as turtles plodded through meadows. 
The Word gently gathered up earth’s dust 
and the Spirit breathed life into those 
shaped in your image, so we might 
be at peace and be with you in joy. 
But we were tempted by many distractions 
and of life without you.   
Time and again, you sent folks to call us home. 
Miriam and Micah, Ruth and Habakkuk 
spoke of your hopes for of us, 
yet we thought indifference to you the better 
road to take in our journey through the years. 
Finally, you chose to reveal yourself 
in that Child born into poverty, 
that little One who would strengthen all. 
  
With those who gathered on that first morning, 
with all who have celebrated with songs and service, 

 we sing carols of praise to you: 
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Sanctus                   Roberts 
 
 
  



7 
	

The celebrant continues: 
In the silence of the night, God of holiness, 
your Child crept in among us, 
so small no one would notice, 
so poor no one would care. 
But those who are forgotten by the world, 
like shepherds and the disabled, 
come to worship, and tell us the good news. 
Those who have no money to their name, 
gift us with their hopes and love, 
even as he did so long ago. 
Those children who are overlooked by culture, 
sing to us of the One given to us, 
so we might find our way home; 
of the One who gives himself to death, 
so resurrection love might destroy sin’s power, 
and we might be swaddled in grace. 
  
On this morning when we celebrate his birth, 
in the days to come when we follow him to Jerusalem, 
we sing carols of that mystery we call faith: 
 
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ’s Spirit renews our lives. 
  
In the silence of these holy moments, 
pour out your Spirit upon 
those gathered on this morning  
and on the gifts of the Feast of Joy. 
As we are welcomed here, 
may we remember and include 
all rejected by the world. 
As we are fed by the bread, 
may we be strengthened  
to go and bring tangible hope 
to all who are famished by despair. 
As we drink from grace’s cup, 
nourish us, so we may go  
to overflow with love and peace 
for everyone we meet in every season. 
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And when all history and time ends in silence, 
and we are gathered with our sisters and brothers 
around the feast of the lamb, 
we will join the angels in singing carols to your forever, 
God in Community, Holy in One.  Amen.   

 
 
The Lord’s Prayer (from the Book of Common Prayer) 

Our [God] in heaven 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  AMEN.

    
(Bread is broken) 
 
Lamb of God      

               grant              us           peace. 
Celebrant 
This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  It is made ready for those who love him and for 
those who want to love him more.   
 
So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you who 
have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.  It is his will that those who want him should meet him 
here. 
 
You are welcome to come forward to receive the elements.  When you tear off a piece of bread from the 
loaf, touch a tip of the bread in the juice in the cup (intinct) and then consume and return to your seats.   
 
After Communion  
Celebrant: 
We are one with the mystery and Source and Sustainer of all that exists. 
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We rejoice in our human capacity 
to wonder and marvel, 
to appreciate,  
to rejoice,  
and to give thanks. Amen. 
 
The Blessing  

God of love, Parent of all, 
the darkness that covered the earth 
has given way to the bright dawn of your Word made flesh. 
Make us a people of this light. 
Make us faithful to your Word 
that we may bring your life to the waiting world. 
Grant this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

. 
Hymn: Go Tell it on the Mountain         Author 
 Red Hymnal #151 
  
Sending 

Let us go, 
to join the angels in singing 
of God’s glory and grace. 
Let us go to share the good news, 
that Jesus, the brother  
of the vulnerable and forgotten 
is in our midst still. 
Let us go to offer 
peace and goodwill to everyone, 
joining the Spirit in telling 
of all we have seen and heard. 

 
Postlude 
Please feel free to depart during the Postlude, as you wish.  Prayers for healing are available at the 
communion table, so we ask you to leave quietly.  Please come back often. 
 

Following the Service 
Please join us in Fellowship Hall for refreshments following the service.  If you would like to know more 
about this church and how you might plug in, we would love to tell you. As a start, please fill out one of 
the visitor’s cards in the bulletin, and drop it in one of the offering plates at the entrance doors.  And, of 
course, call or email us anytime.   
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CHILDREN & WORSHIP AT FORT WASHINGTON CHURCH 

SWERVE is the social justice action group for all youth ages 12-17. We meet once a month to discuss and 
participate in local community action projects. This group will feed directly into the Mission Trip taken during 
the summer of 2017. The next full meeting for SWERVE will be on Sunday, January 29, 2017 immediately 
following morning service. Please see or email Associate Minister Bridget Kelso Anthony for more 
information. 
 
Nursery Care: The nursery is open and care is available for infants and toddlers between ages 0-3 in the 
nursery just behind the Sanctuary. Care is available before and during worship 
Godly Play®: Godly Play will be on a break for the Holidays and will return January 8th 
Children's Choir: All children who love to sing are invited to rehearse with Eric Alderfer in the Second 
Floor Meeting Room #205 from 10:00 am-10:45 am. 
Sunday School: Sunday School will be on a break for the Holidays and will resume January 15th. 
Fall Playgroup: Playgroup will be on break for the Holidays and will resume January 11th. 
 
Wishing all the young people at the church a Happy Holiday! The first meeting for young people and 
parents interested in Confirmation Classes will be held on Sunday, January 15th immediately after 
morning service. Join Associate Minister Bridget Kelso Anthony in Room 209 to discuss curriculum and 
enrollment.	

 
IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Sonia Alston 
Anna Svahn  
Faught Family 
Brenda Jon   
Alexis Agliano Sanborn 
Sonia Ashmeade 
Sandra Catena  
Louise Tatum 
Rosalyn Cuzco 

Evelyn Day 
Sylvia Rodriguez 
Joe Tigner 
Margarita Vince- Allen 
Whittaker Family  
Barbara Marin 
Alderfer Famiy 
Angela Espinal 
Gwen Wood 

Jane Wai 
Violetta Proano 
Mesina Family 
Branco Family  
Vaughn Family 
Jorge Mantorell 
Marco Antonio & Marilin Calderon 
Joan Bovers 
Benigno Rodriguez Marquez

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to Fort Washington Collegiate Church; a place of diversity, hospitality and grace. We open our 
doors to everyone! We welcome all people regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, social or 
economic status. As a church family we celebrate our diversity and our connection to God. We seek to 
follow Christ's example and exemplify the love of Christ; therefore, as a faith community, we value grace 
over judgment. Although we represent many cultures and points of view, our diversity does not drive us 
apart, but gives us the opportunity to be enriched by the gifts and leadership of all. Together, by word and 
deed, we proclaim the good news that there is new life in Christ. 
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Our prayer partner today is: a member of the Congregational Care Team 

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list or have a prayer concern please contact Rev. Dr. 
Scott M. Kenefake at skenefake@fortwashingtonchurch.org or Bridget Anthony at 

banthony@fortwashingtonchurch.org or call (212) 568-4014 
 

INFORMATION & PRAYER CARDS IN PEWS 
If you would like to share your information with us or share a prayer request; please fill out the white 

information card or the green prayer cards
 

GOD TALK 
Join us Wednesday nights for dinner and a lively discussion. Dinner starts at 6:30 pm, followed by a 

Scripture reading and discussion at 7:00pm.  The schedule for 2016-2017 can be found on our website.  
The next meeting is scheduled for January 4th. 

 
EVENSONG SPEAKERS (REFLECTORS) NEEDED FOR JANUARY 8, 15, 22, 29 

Each week at the Evensong & Communion Service at 5:30 pm in the Sanctuary, we have guest speakers 
(reflectors) who offer a five minute or less reflection on where I'm experiencing God in my life 
now.  Interested in volunteering? Please talk to one of the ministry staff or contact the church. 

 
NOON PRAYER 

Noon prayer will meet on Wednesdays in the North Room, led by Devora Jones. 
 

HELP US SERVE YOU BETTER! 
We need your volunteer and financial support to keep all of our excellent community, fellowship, and 

educational programs healthy and strong. 
 

If you have any questions regarding volunteering or making a financial gift, please speak with Rev. Dr. Scott 
Kenefake, or Associate Minister Bridget Anthony.  We thank you for you support! 

 
CONSISTORY MINUTES ONLINE 

Minutes of monthly Fort Washington *Consistory Minutes and bi-monthly **Collegiate Church Consistory 
Minutes can be found on our website: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org 

 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
Do you love children and are you being called to serve our church family? We need nursery volunteers 

willing to help with childcare in both the morning and evening service. 
 

FALL STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 
Pledges for 2017 are now being received.  Have we received yours? Electronic Pledge Cards and on-line 

giving can be found on our website at: www.fortwashingchurch.org/pledge/ 
Paper copies are available in the sanctuary entrance (vestibule). 
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WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
December 25th/Christmas Day, 11:00 am 
 Carols & Communion 
 
January 1st/New Year’s Day, 11:00 am 
 Reflection & Communion 
 
No Evensong on December 25th & January 1st 
 

 
SINGLE PARENT SUPPORT GROUP 

The next meeting will be on Sunday, JANUARY 8th, at 12:30 pm, in the Worship Arts Room 
 

FORT WASHINGTON COMMUNITY CHOIR RE-STARTS JAN 17  
Interested in joining our community choir this season?  We rehearse Tuesday nights from 7:30-9.  All 

are welcome.  Register online at www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/choir 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Scott M. Kenefake, Interim Senior Pastor • Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate 
Minister • Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministry • Chris Whittaker, Director of 
Music • Laurrinda Hatcher, Treasurer • Diana Morales, Administrative and Operations 

Manager • Mary Lora, Parish Administrator • Lazaro Rodríguez, Sexton • Amable Morales, 
Evening Receptionist • Wilfredo Serrano, Sexton 

 
CONSISTORY 

Elders: • Victoria Dillard • Jamie Cacciola-Price  • Beverley Sheares 
Deacons: • Lorenzo M. Alsberry • Brian Plane • Zoe Reyes 

Intersections Ministry Deacons: Jay Godfrey • Anna Svahn 
MEDIA UPDATES: www.FortWashingtonChurch.org / 

 www.Facebook.com/FortWashingtonChurch 
 
 

Creating Community | Connecting to God | Committed to the City 
Fort Washington Collegiate Church | 729 West 181st Street | NYC 10033 | 212.568.4014 


