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Fort Washington Collegiate Church  
Sunday September 17, 2017 at 5:30 PM | Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

 
Welcome.  In order to prepare for worship and allow for private prayer, we ask that silence be observed upon 
entering and that you turn off cell phones.  We are aware that many people who attend this worship service 
come from other churches and faith traditions.  The typical mixture of faith traditions represented at this 
service makes up a community we cherish.  We are glad you are here.   
 
Prelude 
 Please stand at the sounding of the chime. 
 
Opening 
 "Forgiveness is the name of love practiced among people who love poorly. The hard truth is that 
 all people love poorly. We need to forgive and be forgiven every day, every hour increasingly. 
 That is the great work of love among the fellowship of the weak that is the human family." 
 Henri J.M. Nouwen, 20th century 
 
Opening Hymn: There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy                Wellesley  

1 There's a wideness in God's mercy, 
like the wideness of the sea. 
There's a kindness in God's justice, 
which is more than liberty. 
There is no place where earth's sorrows 
are more felt than up in heaven. 
There is no place where earth's failings 
have such kindly judgment given. 

 

2 For the love of God is broader 
than the measures of the mind. 
And the heart of the Eternal 
is most wonderfully kind. 
If our love were but more faithful, 
we would gladly trust God's Word, 
and our lives reflect thanksgiving 
for the goodness of our Lord. 

Please be seated. 
 
Opening sentences 
 Gracious God, our help and our hope, be with us today. Bless our time together, as we seek your 
 guidance and your love. May we grow in grace as we gather here as one people to worship. 
 
 O God, as light comes from this candle, 
 May the blessing of your spirit come to us, 
 warming our hearts and brightening our way. 
 Amen. 

 The Community Candle is lit. 
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Reading: A reading from the Gospel according to Matthew   
 
Matthew 18:21-35 
Then Peter came and said to him, "Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 
should I forgive? As many as seven times?" Jesus said to him, "Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-
seven times. 
 
"For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his 
slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to him; and, as 
he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his 
possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, 'Have patience 
with me, and I will pay you everything.' And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 
forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow-slaves who owed 
him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 'Pay what you owe.' Then his fellow-slave 
fell down and pleaded with him, 'Have patience with me, and I will pay you.' But he refused; then he went 
and threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, 
they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his 
lord summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded 
with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on you?' And in anger his 
lord handed him over to be tortured until he should pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also 
do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart." 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 A minute of silence is observed after the reading… 
 
Reflection        Rev. Dr. Damaris D.  Whittaker    
 Two minutes of silence is observed after the reflection … 
 
Music for Meditation 
 
Prayers 
 In this time silence may we move 
 from busy-ness to quietness… 
 Silence … 
 
 Creator Spirit, wellspring of our lives, as the refreshing rain falls on the just and the unjust alike, 
 Refresh us with your mercy, though we are not worthy of it. 
 Silence … 
 
 As the river flows steadily on, defying all the odds of stone and water, 
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 Flow over every boundary and border that separates us from each other. 
 Silence … 
 
 As the waters of baptism washed and welcomed us, 
 Renew us now in newness of life and unity of love. 
 Silence … 
 As we once were held in the waters of our mother's womb, 
 Hold us in the power and peace of your abiding presence. Amen.      
       Silence … 
 
 As the river flows steadily on, defying all the odds of stone and water, 
 Flow over every boundary and border that separates us from each other. 
 Silence … 
 Voice 1: As the waters of baptism washed and welcomed us, 
 Voice 2: Renew us now in newness of life and unity of love. 
 Silence … 
 
 Voice 1: As we once were held in the waters of our mother's womb, 
 Voice 2: Hold us in the power and peace of your abiding presence. Amen.        
 Silence … 
  `               --From the Iona Community. 
 
Music for Meditation 
 During the instrumental music and hymn, and at anytime hereafter, you are welcome to come forward 
 to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayer.  Tapers and votives are on the table in front of the 
 piano.  Please feel free to light a candle. 
 
Hymn: Sanctuary          Scruggs 
 Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary  
 Pure and holy, tried and true  
 With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for You. 
 
The Grace 
 This is a house of God.  A place of peace; 
 A place where we befriend one another. 
 
The Peace  
 God makes peace within us.  Let us claim it. 
 God makes peace between us.  Let us share it. 
  Let us greet another as a sign of God's peace. 
 The peace of God is here... to stay.  
 Thanks be to God. 
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 The ministers and people greet one another, in the name of the Lord. After exchanging the peace, 
 please be seated. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Offering and Offertory (Give online at: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give/) 
 
The Holy Communion 
 
 
Eucharistic Prayer (please stand). 
 
 Celebrant and People responsively:  
 May Easter's God be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 People of God, exult before the Lord. 
 We lift our hearts to the One who showers 
 us with that grace which never ends. 
 Sing to the One who blesses you, Beloved. 
 Glad songs of thanksgiving are offered forever. 
  
 
 Sanctus               Lathbury 

 
The celebrant continues 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

 
 
 
The Breaking of the Bread      A period of silence is kept 
 
Lamb of God 

                  Grant            us          peace 
 
Celebrant continues 
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You are welcome to be seated until you come forward to receive.  When you tear off a piece of bread from the 
 loaf, touch a tip of the bread in the juice in the cup (intinct) and then consume.  If you would like 
 prayers for healing, proceed to the area behind the communion table.  If the healing ministers are 
 already praying with others, please wait your turn patiently until one of them is available. 
 
After Communion (Please stand) 
 Loving God, you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of the Bread and Cup.  Send 
 us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with 
 gladness; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Hymn: Part in Peace               Charlestown

 
Parting Words 
 Let us embrace the wonder of this week 
 with expectation and imagination... 
 
 The community candle is extinguished 
 
 Be still... 
 And let God’s peace wash over you 
 like waves lapping over stones 
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 smoothing rough edges of insurmountable worries 
 to tiny insignificant grains of sand, 
 leaving smooth shining love. 
 
Blessing words 
 May you be wholly present in your own life, 
 ready to be surprised by the wonder 
 of each ordinary moment. 
 Go in peace. 
 May the earth be warm under your feet, 
 the rain bring the gentle flowers bright around you, 
 and the wind blows as the breath of the Spirit before you. 
 Amen. May it be so. 

 Please be seated. 

Music for Meditation 
 
Postlude 
 Please feel free to depart during the Postlude, as you wish.  Prayers for healing will continue at the 
 communion table, so we ask you to leave quietly.  Please come back often. 

 
Following the Service 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall for refreshments following the service.  If you would like to know more about 
this church and how you can connect, we would love to tell you. As a start, please fill out one of the visitor’s 
cards in the bulletin, and drop it in one of the offering plates at the entrance doors.  And, of course, call or 
email us anytime.   
 
Reflector and Celebrant: Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker, Senior Minister 
Liturgist: Bridget Anthony, Associate Minister 
Cantor: Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Musician: Chris Whittaker, Director of Music 
 
 
 
Welcome to Fort Washington Collegiate Church; a place of diversity, hospitality and grace. We open our 
doors to everyone! We welcome all people regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, social or 
economic status. As a church family we celebrate our diversity and our connection to God. We seek to 
follow Christ's example and exemplify the love of Christ; therefore, as a faith community, we value grace 
over judgment. Although we represent many cultures and points of view, our diversity does not drive us 
apart, but gives us the opportunity to be enriched by the gifts and leadership of all. Together, by word and 
deed, we proclaim the good news that there is new life in Christ. 
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CHILDREN & WORSHIP AT FORT WASHINGTON CHURCH 
Parent/Guardian Reminder: All children 8 years old and under, require parent escort throughout the 
building. Please help us keep your children safe by accompanying them to rehearsals, Godly Play and 
other activities in the building and on church grounds. 
 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Sonia Alston 
Faught Family 
Brenda Jon   
Sonia Ashmeade 
Rosalyn Cuzco 
Evelyn Day 
Sylvia Rodriguez 
Joe Tigner 
Margarita Vince-Allen 
Gwen Wood 

Jane Wai 
Violetta Proano 
Mesina Family 
Branco Family  
Marco Antonio & Marilin Calderon 
Joan Bovers 
Tobin Smith 
Porfirio Figueroa 
Alderfer Family 
Pamela Payne 

Barbara Brown 
The Caylor Family 
Iris Andries 
Heather Godfrey 
Barbara Woytowicz 
Angela Espinal 
Barbara Marin 
The Long Family 
Louise Tatum 
The Bonilla Family 

 
Our prayer partner today is: a member of the Congregational Care Team 

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list or have a prayer concern please contact Bridget 
Anthony at banthony@fortwashingtonchurch.org or call (212) 568-4014 

 
 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We need nursery volunteers willing to help with childcare in both the morning and evening service. 

 
NOON PRAYER 

Noon prayer will meet on Wednesdays in the North Room, led by Devora Jones 
 

GOD TALK IS BACK !!! 
Join us Wednesday nights for dinner and a lively discussion. Dinner starts at 6:30 pm, followed by a 

Scripture reading and discussion at 7pm. The full schedule for 2016-2017 is on our website.  
The next meeting will be this Wednesday, September 20th. 

 
INFORMATION & PRAYER CARDS IN PEWS 

If you would like to share your information with us or share a prayer request; please fill out the white 
information card or the green prayer cards. 

 
SHARE YOUR MUSIC, ART, AND DANCE 

Interested in the arts?  We want you!  Now is a great time to join our Sunday morning choir, the Joyful 
Voices (rehearses Thursdays at 7:30).  All ages and experience levels are welcome.  Do you play an 

instrument, love to dance, read poetry, act, paint, draw, program C++?  Reach out and get plugged in!  
Email Chris Whittaker at cwhittaker@fortwashingtonchurch.org 

 
CONSISTORY UPDATES 

Minutes of monthly Fort Washington *Consistory updates and bi-monthly **Collegiate Church 
Consistory Minutes can be found on our website: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org 
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NEW GIVING KIOSK 
You can now give digitally with our new Giving Kiosk located in the Pavilion. 

 
2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

Pledges for 2017 are now being received.  Have we received yours? Electronic Pledge 
Cards and on-line giving can be found on our website at: 

https://www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/pledge 
Paper copies are available in the entrance to the sanctuary (vestibule). 

 
DONATE 

Your generosity helps to ensure our church remains a vital and robust part of our 
uptown community. Make a donation to Fort Washington Collegiate Church today. 

You can make a one-time gift or set up reoccurring contributions on our website 
Sunday, https://www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give/ 

 

HELP US SERVE YOU BETTER! 
We need your volunteer and financial support to keep all of our excellent community, fellowship, and 

educational programs healthy and strong. If you have any questions regarding volunteering or making a 
financial gift, please speak with Associate Minister Bridget Anthony.  We thank you for you support! 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker, Senior Minister • Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister 

Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministry • Chris Whittaker, Director of Music  
Laurrinda Hatcher, Treasurer • Diana Morales, Administrative and Operations Manager  

Lazaro Rodríguez, Sexton • Amable Morales, Evening Receptionist • Wilfredo Serrano, Sexton 
 

CONSISTORY 
Elders: • Victoria Dillard • Beverley Sheares 

Deacons: • Lorenzo M. Alsberry • Brian Plane • Zoe Reyes 
Intersections Ministry Deacon: Anna Svahn 

 
MEDIA UPDATES: 

 www.FortWashingtonChurch.org  
www.Facebook.com/FortWashingtonChurch 

Twitter: @FtWashChurchNYC 
Instagram: @FtWashChurchNYC 
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SEPTEMBER Worship Schedule and Upcoming Events 

 
17 sun 5:30pm Even Song & Communion resumes 
19 tue 7:30pm Community Choir resumes 
20 wed 6:30pm God Talk 
23 sat Stop & Swap, 12noon-3pm, more info at grownyc.org/swap 
24 sun 11:00am Worship: Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker, Senior Minister  
 preaching: “Favor in the Wilderness” Exodus 16:2-15 
 12:15pm Ministry Leaders meeting with Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker 
 5:30pm Even Song & Communion 
 


