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Fort Washington Collegiate Church  
Sunday October 15, 2017 at 5:30 PM | Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost  

   
Welcome.  In order to prepare for worship and allow for private prayer, we ask that silence be observed 
upon entering and that you turn off cell phones.  We are aware that many people who attend this worship 
service come from other churches and faith traditions.  The typical mixture of faith traditions represented 
at this service makes up a community we cherish.  We are glad you are here.   
 
Prelude 
 Please stand at the sounding of the chime. 
 
Opening 

"Participate joyfully in the sorrows of the world. We cannot cure the world of sorrows, but we can 
choose to live in joy." 

Joseph Campbell, 20th century 
 

Opening Hymn: Wait for the Lord             Taizé 
Wait for the Lord, whose day is near.  
Wait for the Lord; keep watch, take heart!  
 
Please be seated. 

 
Opening sentences 

Gather at the mountain of God’s holiness. 
Today is a day to celebrate God. 
Gather to share God’s presence. 
Today is a day of transformation for us and for God’s world. 

 
 The Community Candle is lit. 
 
 We have gathered to share God’s love and grace in worship. Amen. 
 
Reading: A reading from the book of Philippians   
 
Philippians 4:1-9 
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in 
this way, my beloved. 
 
I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal 
companion, help these women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with 
Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 
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Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord 
is near. Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is 
pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, 
think about these things. Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen 
in me, and the God of peace will be with you. 
 
 Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
 People  Thanks be to God. 
 
 A minute of silence is observed after the reading… 
 
Reflection             Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker 
 
     Three minutes of silence are observed after the reflection … 
 
Music for Meditation 
 
Prayers for Ourselves and Others 
 Let us pray for ourselves and others. 
 

When the world seems lost and out of control,  
We know we can trust you.  
 
When confusion and chaos surround us,  
We know we can trust you.  
 
When tomorrow is uncertain,  
We know we can trust you.  
 
There is nothing outside of your reach.  
We know we can trust you.  
 
You hold the sun, the moon and stars in the sky.  
We know we can trust you.  
 
You have given us life and breath.  
We know we can trust you. We will trust you. Amen. 
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 Two Minutes of silence are observed after the prayer. 
 
Additional Prayers for Intercession and Thanksgiving 
 During the instrumental music and hymn, and at anytime hereafter, you are welcome to come 
 forward to light a votive candle as a symbol of your prayer.  Tapers and votives are on the table in 
 front of the piano.  Please feel free to light a candle. 
 
Hymn: Peace, Perfect Peace                  Bickersteth 

1 Peace, perfect peace, in this dark world of sin? 
The love of Jesus whispers peace within. 
 
2 Peace, perfect peace, by thronging duties pressed? 
To do the will of Jesus, this is rest. 
 
3 Peace, perfect peace, death shadowing us and ours? 
Jesus has vanquished death and all its powers. 
 
4 Peace, perfect peace, our future all unknown? 
Jesus we know, and he is on the throne. 
 
5 It is enough: earth's struggles soon shall cease, 
and Jesus call to heaven's perfect peace. 

 
 
The Grace 
 This is a house of God.  A place of peace; 
 A place where we befriend one another. 
 
The Peace  
 God makes peace within us.  Let us claim it. 
 God makes peace between us.  Let us share it. 
  Let us greet another as a sign of God's peace. 
 The peace of God is here... to stay.  
 Thanks be to God. 
 
 The ministers and people greet one another, in the name of the Lord. After exchanging the 
 peace,  please be seated. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
The Offering and Offertory (Give online at: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give/) 



5 
 

The Holy Communion 
 
Eucharistic Prayer (please stand). 

Celebrant and People responsively: 
May the God of love be with you. 
And also with you. 
Offer your hearts to the One who calls us out of death into life. 
Unbound, we bring our hearts to our God of new mornings. 
People of God, sing songs to the One in whom we hope. 
We rejoice in God, who dwells in our souls. 
 
In that first moment, God of wonder, 
you cried out, 'Unbind creation and let her go!' 
and flowers grew in the cracks of chaos, 
blustery winds played talk through the forests, 
lambs leapfrogged one another in the meadows. 
Your hand came upon the dry dust of earth, 
and your Spirit breathed life into us. 
You longed for us to be with you, 
but we chose to go our own way. 
You called to women and men, 
'Prophesy!' urging them to call us back. 
but we did not believe their words. 
So you sent a certain man named Jesus, 
to cause new life to come upon us. 
 
With those who have stood beside graves, 
and those who wait for signs of hope, 
we sing our praises to you: 

 
 Sanctus               Lathbury 
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The Celebrant continues:
You are holy, Caresser of our souls, 
and Jesus is our Child, our Friend. 
Seeing that those he loved were sick, 
he brought us healing. 
Finding us wandering in despair, 
he showed us that our hope 
need never turn to dust. 
Believing that you loved him, 
he went to the cross, for us. 
And when he was in death's cold arms, 
you stood at the door of the tomb, 
crying out, 'unbind him, and let him go!' 
and our Resurrection and our Life 
came forth for us. 
 
Believing that he is the One who calls us to new life, 
trusting that, by his tears, he takes away our pain, 
we proclaim that mystery we call faith: 

 
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ’s Spirit renews our lives. 

In the bread and the cup, 
you give life to us, 
as the Spirit comes to dwell 
in every room of our souls. 
You bless the bread, breaking it, 
so it might heal and strengthen us 
so we can say 
to the barren, 'here is your life;' 
to the despairing, 'here is your hope!' 
As the grace-filled cup nourishes us 
we would go into the world 
to visit those who are sick, 
to wait with the expectant, 
to share tears with the broken. 
 
And when you call of us to your side, 
we will join Lazarus, Mary, Martha, 
and all our sisters and brothers 
in forever singing your praises, 
God in Community, Holy in One. Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Bread is broken) 
 
Lamb of God      

            Grant            us          peace 
Celebrant 

This is the table, not of the Church, but of the Lord.  It is made ready for those who love him and 
for those who want to love him more.   
 
So, come, you who have much faith and you who have little, you who have been here often and you 
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who have not been here long, you who have tried to follow and you who have failed. 
 Come, because it is the Lord who invites you.  It is his will that those who want him should meet 
 him here. 
   
Celebrant continues 
 
You are welcome to be seated until you come forward to receive.  When you tear off a piece of bread from 
the loaf, touch a tip of the bread in the juice in the cup (intinct) and then consume.  If you would like 
prayers for healing, proceed to the area behind the communion table.  If the healing ministers are already 
praying with others, please wait your turn patiently until one of them is available. 
 
After Communion (Please stand) 
 Loving God, you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of the Bread and Cup.  
 Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve 
 you with gladness; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
 Three Minutes of silence are observed after Communion 
 
HYMN: What a Friend We Have in Jesus                  Converse 
 1 What a friend we have in Jesus, 

all our sins and griefs to bear! 
What a privilege to carry 
everything to God in prayer! 
O what peace we often forfeit, 
O what needless pain we bear, 
all because we do not carry 
everything to God in prayer! 
 
2 Have we trials and temptations? 
Is there trouble anywhere? 
We should never be discouraged; 
take it to the Lord in prayer! 

Can we find a friend so faithful 
who will all our sorrows share? 
Jesus knows our every weakness; 
take it to the Lord in prayer! 
 
3 Are we weak and heavy laden, 
cumbered with a load of care? 
Precious Savior, still our refuge-- 
take it to the Lord in prayer! 
Do your friends despise, forsake you? 
Take it to the Lord in prayer! 
In his arms he'll take and shield you; 
you wilt find a solace there.

 
Parting Words 

God's arms encircle a family bigger than we are able to imagine. As members of this family, let us 
be agents of reconciliation and carriers of God's love to all. 
 
 
The community candle is extinguished 
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Words of Blessing 
 May the God of all hope open your eyes. 

May the God of all peace still your anxious mind.  
May the God of all love fill your heart to fullness beyond measure.  
Go now, in the hope and peace and love of God. And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 
with you. 

Please be seated. 

Music for Meditation 
 
 
Postlude 
 Please feel free to depart during the Postlude, as you wish.  Prayers for healing will continue at 
 the communion table, so we ask you to leave quietly.  Please come back often. 

 
Following the Service 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall for refreshments following the service.  If you would like to know more 
about this church and how you can connect, we would love to tell you. As a start, please fill out one of the 
visitor’s cards in the bulletin, and drop it in one of the offering plates at the entrance doors.  And, of 
course, call or email us anytime.   
 
Reflector: Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker Senior Minister 
Cantor: Eric Alderfer, Tenor, Director of Children’s Ministries 
Musician: Chris Whittaker, Director of Music 
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Welcome to Fort Washington Collegiate Church; a place of diversity, hospitality and grace. We open our 
doors to everyone! We welcome all people regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, social or 
economic status. As a church family we celebrate our diversity and our connection to God. We seek to 
follow Christ's example and exemplify the love of Christ; therefore, as a faith community, we value grace 
over judgment. Although we represent many cultures and points of view, our diversity does not drive us 
apart, but gives us the opportunity to be enriched by the gifts and leadership of all. Together, by word and 
deed, we proclaim the good news that there is new life in Christ. 

 
 

CHILDREN & WORSHIP AT FORT WASHINGTON CHURCH 
Parent/Guardian Reminder: All children 8 years old and under, require parent escort throughout the 
building. Please help us keep your children safe by accompanying them to rehearsals, Godly Play and 
other activities in the building and on church grounds. 
 

IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 
Sonia Alston 
Faught Family 
Brenda Jon   
Sonia Ashmeade 
Rosalyn Cuzco 
Evelyn Day 
Sylvia Rodriguez 
Joe Tigner 
Margarita Vince-Allen 
Gwen Wood 

Jane Wai 
Violetta Proano 
Mesina Family 
Branco Family  
Marco Antonio & Marilin Calderon 
Joan Bovers 
Tobin Smith 
Porfirio Figueroa 
Alderfer Family 
Pamela Payne 

Barbara Brown 
The Caylor Family 
Iris Andries 
Heather Godfrey 
Barbara Woytowicz 
Angela Espinal 
Barbara Marin 
The Long Family 
Louise Tatum 
The Bonilla Family 

 
Our prayer partner today is: a member of the Congregational Care Team 

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list or have a prayer concern please contact Bridget 
Anthony at banthony@fortwashingtonchurch.org or call (212) 568-4014 

 
 

NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
We need nursery volunteers willing to help with childcare in both the morning and evening service. 

 
 

NOON PRAYER 
Noon prayer will meet on Wednesdays in the North Room, led by Devora Jones 

 
 

WHCO CONCERT 3:00PM SATURDAY Oct 21st 
Next Saturday, October 21st at 3:00pm the Washington Heights Chamber Orchestra presents 

internationally acclaimed soloist and New York Philharmonic violinist Anna Rabinova in recital.   
The concert is free and young listeners are welcome. See more at www.whco.nyc 
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SHARE YOUR MUSIC, ART, AND DANCE 
Interested in the arts?  We want you!  Now is a great time to join our Sunday morning choir, the Joyful 

Voices (rehearses Thursdays at 7:30).  All ages and experience levels are welcome.  Do you play an 
instrument, love to dance, read poetry, act, paint, draw, program C++?  Reach out and get plugged in!  

Email Chris Whittaker at cwhittaker@fortwashingtonchurch.org 
 
 

YOU ARE INVITED! REV. DAMARIS’S INSTALLATION SERVICE 
We formally install Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker as our new Senior Minister next Sunday at 3:00pm! 
Come celebrate this exciting new chapter in the life of our community. The service welcomes clergy and 
friends from around the city and our sister Collegiate ministries, and is followed by a reception. See you 

then! 
 
 

JOIN US AFTER WORSHIP FOR THE SALON HANG’S FINAL RECEPTION 
Join us immediately following Sunday’s service for The Salon Hang, FWCC’s art show fundraiser for our 

youth and arts programming.   
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CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker, Senior Minister • Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister 

Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministry • Chris Whittaker, Director of Music  
Laurrinda Hatcher, Treasurer • Diana Morales, Administrative and Operations Manager  

Lazaro Rodríguez, Sexton • Amable Morales, Evening Receptionist • Wilfredo Serrano, Sexton 
 

CONSISTORY 
Elders: • Victoria Dillard • Beverley Sheares 

Deacons: • Lorenzo M. Alsberry • Brian Plane • Zoe Reyes 
Intersections Ministry Deacon: Anna Svahn 

 
MEDIA UPDATES: www.FortWashingtonChurch.org  

www.Facebook.com/FortWashingtonChurch 
Twitter: @FtWashChurchNYC 

Instagram: @FtWashChurchNYC 
Creating Community | Connecting to God | Committed to the City 

Fort Washington Collegiate Church | 729 West 181st Street | NYC 10033 | 212.568.4014 

OCTOBER WORSHIP AND EVENTS SCHEDULE 
15 sun 11:00am Worship: Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker, Senior Minister, preaching 
 11:00am Ordination of Deacons 
 12:30pm Consistory, North Room 
 12:30pm Beyond Labels, Magaw Room 
 1:00-4:00pm The Salon Hang:  Gallery Open to the Public 
 5:00-7:00pm The Salon Hang:  Closing Reception 
18 wed 6:30pm  God Talk 
22 sun 11:00am Worship: Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister, preaching 
 3:00pm INSTALLATION SERVICE for Senior Minister 
 Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker 
 Even Song & Communion service cancelled 
29 sun 11:00am Worship: Rev. Dr. Damaris D. Whittaker, Senior Minister, preaching 


