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Fort Washington Collegiate Church 
August 6th, 2017 | 11:00 AM | Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 

 Check into             Fort Washington Collegiate Church at 
https://www.facebook.com/FortWashingtonChurch                    

                                                                                      
PRELUDE  
 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 

We come together as seekers. 
That we might learn what God would have us do and where God would have us go.  
We come together to renew our faith. 
That we might bring hope to others. 
To the God who is the source of goodness and love, let us sing our praise! 
 

 
HYMN: Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing             Robinson 
 Red Hymnal #45 
 
 
OPENING PRAYER

Wisdom Overflowing,                                                                               
we are glad to be here today,  
praying together as Fort Washington Collegiate Church. 
 
Encounter us here and immerse us in your grace; 
Stir up the waters of healing challenge  
so that we may know how much you love us, and long to empower us 

 to become bridges of hope and transformation in the world you love. 
 
 We pray in the name of Jesus,  
 who calls us into mission.  
 
 Amen. 
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SONGS OF PRAISE AND WORSHIP 
 How Great is Our God         Tomlin

Verse 1 
The splendor of the King 
Clothed in majesty 
Let all the earth rejoice 
All the earth rejoice 
The Lord is wrapped in light 
And darkness tries to hide 
And trembles at the voice 
And trembles at the voice 
 
Chorus 
How great is our God 
Sing with me 
How great is our God 
And all will see how great 
How great is our God 

Verse 2 
And age to age God stands 
And time is in God’s hands 
Beginning and the End 
Beginning and the End 
The Godhead three in one 
Creator, Spirit, Son 
The Lion and the Lamb 
The Lion and the Lamb 
 
Bridge 
Name above all names 
Worthy of all praise 
My heart will sing 
How great is our God 

 
 
 Levantos Mis Manos                     Campos 

Levanto mis manos 
aunque no tenga fuerzas. 
Levanto mis manos 
aunque tenga mil problemas 
  
Coro: 
Cuando levanto mis manos 
comienzo a sentir 
una unción que me hace cantar. 
Cuando levanto mis manos 
comienzo a sentir, el fuego. 
 
Cuando levanto mis manos 
mis cargas se van, 
nuevas fuerzas Tú me das. 
Todo esto es posible, todo esto es posible, 
cuando levanto mis manos. 
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CALL TO RECONCILLIATION 
How good it is to be together!                                          	
In this rare and precious moment, 	
Let us together search our hearts—	
our individual hearts, our community heart 	
and set aside all fear, all burdens, all sin  
which keeps us from God and one another.	

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Oh God, you call us to seek you in all times and places, 	
and work with courage to prepare the way for your Kingdom,	
but our resolve too often fails and we give up too soon.	
Holy One, have mercy.	
 	
Oh God, you call us to create community with friends and strangers	
to prepare the way to your Kingdom,  	
but fear too often keeps us sheltered, cut-off, safe.  	
Christ, have mercy.	
            	
Oh God, you call us to be full of joyful confidence 	
to prepare the way for your Kingdom, 	
but anxious doubt often burdens us and blocks our witness to your good news.	
Holy One, have mercy.	

 	
Silent Reflection 

 	
Forgive us, O God, and lead us in the ways of courage, community and joy. 	

  
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

Hear the good news:  Jesus, savior from sin, is present with us in the painstaking work of 
the Reign of God, forgiving our weakness, rebuilding our relationships, restoring our joy.  	

 	
CHILDREN’S TIME  
 
PASSING OF THE PEACE*   

Please greet one another with the words – The peace of Christ is with you!  
Response – And also with you!  
(Children may go to Room 209 for art and worship activities.) 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
ANTHEM: Christ Has Broken Down the Wall      Miller  

Avid Williams, Soloist 
 
SCRIPTURE READING: Matthew 14:13-21     Karen Sheares 
 Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 
SERMON: “Bridges of Hope and Transformation”     Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker 
 
 
HYMN: Brother                      Gungor 

When I look into the face 
Of my enemy 
I see my brother 
I see my brother 
 
Forgiveness is the garment 
Of our courage 
The power to make the peace 
We long to know 

 

Open up our eyes 
To see the wounds that bind 
All of humankind 
May our shutter hearts 
Greet the dawn of life 
With charity and love 
 
 
 

 
INVITATION TO SHARE 
  
 Give online at www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give 
 Pledge at www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/pledge 
 
 
OFFERTORY: Let it Rise           Davis 
 Avid Williams, Soloist 
 
PRESENTATION OF THE OFFERING 

In thanksgiving for what has been shared, we sing as one body: 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all creatures here below; 
Praise God above, all heavenly hosts; 
Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
God of increase and bounty, Source of all good things:   
we offer these gifts as a portion of that which you have given us.   
May these gifts be as loaves and fishes  
for those who find themselves in poverty or hunger.   

 
May this act of giving bring about change: 
change in our lives,  
change in the lives we touch,  
change in the systems that harm.  

 
 Through Christ, who gave so much to save.  Amen. 
 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (from the Book of Common Prayer) 

Our [God] in heaven 
hallowed be your Name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power 
and the glory are yours, 
now and forever.  AMEN.

 
 
COMMUNION HYMN: Let Us Break Together                Spiritual 
 Red Hymnal #776 
 
 
INVITATION 
 
 
GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

May God be with you.                       
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.                          
We lift them up to our God. 
Let us give thanks to our good God.             
It is right to give God thanks and praise! 
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BREAKING OF BREAD AND BLESSING THE CUP 
Let us extend our hands in blessing  
over the bread and cup on God’s table, and  
we will invoke the Spirit together: 
 
Come now, Holy Spirit of God— 
Come now, Holy Spirit of God— 
let these gifts of bread and cup  
let these gifts of bread and cup  
become for us bread of life, cup of blessing. 
become for us bread of life, cup of blessing. 
As we share this meal, transform us, 
As we share this meal, transform us, 
Make us one body in Christ. 
Make us one body in Christ. 
Amen!    Amen! 

 
 
COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
 By eating this bread and drinking this wine  
 We become one in hope.  
 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

O Christ, our Host,  
we thank you for your welcome  
and your presence with us today  
at this table. 
We go forth from here  
gladdened and strengthened  
to witness to your love  
and work for a just world for all. 

 
 
HYMN: This Little Light of Mine               Traditional 
 This little light of mine 

I'm gonna let it shine (3x) 
Let it shine let it shine let it shine 

 
 2. Everywhere I go,  3. Here in Washington Heights!  



8 
	

SENDING 
The feeding of the 5,000 grew out of Jesus' tremendous compassion for the crowd. 
Let us go into the world, committed to live that compassion.  
We have a story to tell; it is the story of God's grace.  
We have a meal to share; it is the nourishment of God's peace.  
Live that story, and share that peace in all that you say and do. In the name of the triune 
God. Amen. 

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 
 
Liturgist: Karen Sheares 
Guest Worship Leader: Sarah Kervin 
 
 
 
 
Welcome to Fort Washington Collegiate Church; a place of diversity, hospitality and grace. We open our 
doors to everyone! We welcome all people regardless of race, culture, sexual orientation, social or 
economic status. As a church family we celebrate our diversity and our connection to God. We seek to 
follow Christ's example and exemplify the love of Christ; therefore, as a faith community, we value grace 
over judgment. Although we represent many cultures and points of view, our diversity does not drive us 
apart, but gives us the opportunity to be enriched by the gifts and leadership of all. Together, by word and 
deed, we proclaim the good news that there is new life in Christ. 

 
CHILDREN & WORSHIP AT FORT WASHINGTON CHURCH 

 
 
Parent/Guardian Reminder: All children 8 years old and under, require parent escort throughout the 
building. Please help us keep your children safe by accompanying them to rehearsals, Godly Play and 
other activities in the building and on church grounds. 
 
Nursery Care:  The nursery is open and care is available for infants and toddlers between ages 0-3 in the 
nursery just behind the Sanctuary.  Care is available before and during worship (10:30am - 12:15pm) 
 
Godly Play and Sunday School will be on hiatus from June 11th until after Labor Day. Children ages 4-
4th grade are welcome to go to Room 209 after the Passing of the Peace for art projects and other 
activities. 
 
EvenSong and the Wednesday Morning Play Group for toddlers will be on hiatus during July and 
August. 
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IN OUR THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS 

Sonia Alston 
Faught Family 
Brenda Jon   
Sonia Ashmeade 
Rosalyn Cuzco 
Evelyn Day 
Sylvia Rodriguez 
Joe Tigner 
Margarita Vince-Allen 
Gwen Wood 

Jane Wai 
Violetta Proano 
Mesina Family 
Branco Family  
Marco Antonio & Marilin 
Calderon 
Joan Bovers 
Tobin Smith 
Porfirio Figueroa 
Alderfer Family 

Pamela Payne 
Barbara Brown 
The Caylor Family 
Iris Andries 
Heather Godfrey 
Barbara Woytowicz 
Angela Espinal 
Barbara Marin 
The Long Family 
Louise Tatum 

 
Our prayer partner today is: a member of the Congregational Care Team 

If you would like to add someone to the prayer list or have a prayer concern please contact  
Bridget Kelso Anthony at banthony@fortwashingtonchurch.org or call (212) 568-4014 

 
NURSERY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

We need nursery volunteers willing to help with childcare in both the morning and evening service. 
 

NOON PRAYER 
Noon prayer will meet on Wednesdays in the North Room, led by Devora Jones 

 
INFORMATION & PRAYER CARDS IN PEWS 

If you would like to share your information with us or share a prayer request; please fill out the white 
information card or the green prayer cards. 

 
SHARE YOUR MUSIC, ART, AND DANCE 

Interested in the arts?  We want you!  Now is a great time to join our Sunday morning choir, the Joyful 
Voices (rehearses Thursdays at 7:30).  All ages and experience levels are welcome.  Do you play an 

instrument, love to dance, read poetry, act, paint, draw, program C++?  Reach out and get plugged in!  
Email Chris Whittaker at cwhittaker@fortwashingtonchurch.org 

 
CONSISTORY MINUTES ONLINE 

Minutes of monthly Fort Washington *Consistory Minutes and bi-monthly **Collegiate Church 
Consistory Minutes can be found on our website: www.fortwashingtonchurch.org 

 
 

HELP US SERVE YOU BETTER! 
We need your volunteer and financial support to keep all of our excellent community, fellowship, and 

educational programs healthy and strong. If you have any questions regarding volunteering or making a 
financial gift, please speak with Associate Minister Bridget Anthony.  We thank you for you support! 
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NEW GIVING KIOSK 
You can now give digitally with our new Giving Kiosk located in the Pavilion. 

 
2017 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

Pledges for 2017 are now being received.  Have we received yours? Electronic Pledge 
Cards and on-line giving can be found on our website at: 

https://www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/pledge 
Paper copies are available in the entrance to the sanctuary (vestibule). 

 
DONATE 

Your generosity helps to ensure our church remains a vital and robust part of our 
uptown community. Make a donation to Fort Washington Collegiate Church today. 

You can make a one-time gift or set up reoccurring contributions on our website 
Sunday, https://www.fortwashingtonchurch.org/give/ 

Sunday, Augu 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE DEACON’S FUND 

On the first Sunday of every month we take two offerings at the 11 am service: one for our regular gifts 
and offerings for the ongoing support of the mission and ministry of the church and another to support 

emergency needs (primarily food and clothing) of people in our community (the Deacon’s Fund).   
Please give generously.
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AT THE COMMUNION TABLE TOGETHER 
 

AN INVITATION TO ALL… 
At Fort Washington Collegiate Church, we believe that the Communion celebration is a time to 
unite the body of Christ, and therefore, all are welcome to share in this meal, as one body, all 
people, adults and children together.  
 

HOW WE SHARE TOGETHER… 
Here at FWCC, this Christian sacrament, also known as the Eucharist or the Lord’s Supper, is 
blessed by the minister and served by the ordained consistory members of our church.  The 
communion elements are received by walking up the center aisle and taking, first, the bread, 
and then the juice, before returning to one’s seat by the side aisles.  So that everyone may have 
time and space to reflect and pray while receiving the sacrament, communion is a quiet and 
respectful time in our service. 
 
We try to ensure that this sacrament is open to all who wish to receive it, and therefore, we 
always use juice instead of wine and offer gluten-free wafers on the glass platter.  A member of 
our consistory will circulate with the communion elements throughout the sanctuary, so that 
anyone who is unable to come forward to the table can receive the sacrament at their seat. 
 

FOR FAMILIES… 
Parents who are taking communion together with their children are encouraged to accompany 
their children and receive the sacrament together.  Children are very welcome to receive 
communion.  To help children understand the sacrament at a fundamental level, we teach 
about communion and what it means to us at Fort Washington twice a year in all our Sunday 
school classes.  We also offer additional, optional, classes about communion throughout the 
year for children and families who want to explore more fully the understanding of the 
sacrament of communion. 
 
 
For families where children are not taking communion, either because of personal family 
traditions, or the choice to wait and have children take communion after baptism or attending 
the additional classes, we offer a blessing for children when they come forward with their 
parents.  This allows parents to take communion and creates a special place for your children 
until they are ready to share in the sacrament. 
 

COMMUNION SUNDAYS 
As we are fed spiritually on communion Sundays, we ask that you remember the hungry and 
bring an offering of food for our food pantry. Offerings may be placed in the blue bins located 
in the sanctuary 
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CHURCH STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker, Senior Minister • Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister •  

Eric Alderfer, Director of Children’s Ministry • Chris Whittaker, Director of Music •  
Laurrinda Hatcher, Treasurer • Diana Morales, Administrative and Operations  Manager •  

Lazaro Rodríguez, Sexton • Amable Morales, Evening Receptionist • Wilfredo Serrano, Sexton 
 

CONSISTORY 
Elders: • Victoria Dillard • Beverley Sheares 

Deacons: • Lorenzo M. Alsberry • Brian Plane • Zoe Reyes 
Intersections Ministry Deacon: Anna Svahn 

 
MEDIA UPDATES: www.FortWashingtonChurch.org  

www.Facebook.com/FortWashingtonChurch 
Creating Community | Connecting to God | Committed to the City 

Fort Washington Collegiate Church | 729 West 181st Street | NYC 10033 | 212.568.4014 
 

WORSHIP	SCHEDULE	

 
Sunday, August 13, Matthew 14:22-33, “Have Courage” 
Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker, Senior Minister, Preaching 

 
Sunday, August 20, Matthew 15:10-20, “The Power of Words” 

Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker, Senior Minister, Preaching 
 

Sunday, August 27, Matthew 16:13-20, “A ‘Come to Jesus’ Talk” 
Rev. Dr. Damaris Whittaker, Senior Minister, Preaching 

 
Sunday, September 3, Romans 12:9-21, “A New Charge” 

Bridget Kelso Anthony, Associate Minister, Preaching 
 

EVENSONG ON HIATUS FOR SUMMER 
June 1st through Labor Day 


